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by Jerry Barlow 

J ust a month ago, many Via de Cristo-ites joined in 3 Saturdays 
of hard work to help our Open Table client, Del Monarrez, 
move into a home of her own.  Through her efforts to find a 

house, and our efforts to make it a home, 
Del and her 4 children now have a roof over 
their heads, locks on the doors, beds for 
each person, and, well, most everything to 
make the place home.  It was quite a change 
after almost 2 years at The New Day Center. 
 Via de Cristo’s Open Table team helped 
Del in several ways, but Del was the driving 
force to get this done.  As they say in the 
sports world, she wanted this win, and she was not to be denied.  We 
should feel fortunate that she welcomed us along for the ride! 
 There are so many people that pitched in, 
whether is was operating the steam cleaner or 
bringing lunch, that a great 
big THANK YOU goes to 
all of Via de Cristo! 

Seder Service  — Thursday, April 1 at 6 pm – David 
Engelman will be with us to lead us in a Jewish Seder 
Service using the Haggadah.  Each participant will need 
to bring with them a wine cup and a small bowl. 
 

Good Friday Service — Join us at 12 pm for a 30 min-
ute service that will help you reflect more deeply on what 
it means to say, "I love you." 
 

Easter - 2 services — Join us at 7 am for a 30 minute 
Sunrise Service and at 9:30 for Easter Worship Service. 

A move in the right direction 

Holy Week  Services  
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

A s I write these words, I am pre-
paring for our Palm Sunday 
worship service and reading 

news reports about how divided/
polarized people are over the signing of 
the new healthcare bill by the President. 
In conversations with church members, 
I have heard people passionate both for 

and against the new law. I ex-
pect that. Yet, I have also heard 
a common concern expressed 
over the loss of civility, conver-
sation and collaboration we are 

witnessing among leaders in our public 
life and institutions. 
 I have often heard that religion is 
something that we should keep a part of 
our private life. Yet, we Christians are 
also citizens who are both impacted by 
and responsible to participate in public 
life. How then shall we participate? Are 
we to simply choose a side in partisan 
politics? Let's take a cue from the Holy 
Week story. 
 I have always heard that Jesus went 
to Jerusalem to die for the sins of the 

world. However, in more recent years, I 
have heard scholars calling attention to 
details in the story that point to Jesus' 
desire to enter Jerusalem and focus 
public attention on the sins of their pre-
sent behavior in the world. Jesus spent 
his last days speaking and acting pro-
phetically for the sake of generations to 
come (see Luke 19:41-44).  
 Is it possible that you and I, as 
church members and citizens can speak 
and act prophetically? Is this the day 
when you and I need to be doing some-
thing for generations yet to come? Is 
there something you and I, individually 
or jointly, can do to fulfill our baptismal 
promise to “resist evil, injustice and 
oppression” in some form of present 
behavior in our world? 
 I believe there is more we can do 
and I encourage you to join me in con-
versation and discernment. In a time 
like ours, Jesus said, “The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent and believe in the 
good news.” (Mark 1:15) 

Is this the day when you and I 
need to be doing something for 

generations yet to come? 
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“The Road to 
Change” is the 

message series 
beginning on 

April 11, the first 
Sunday after 

Easter. We will 
focus on stories 

of changes in the 
life of Saul/Paul 

in Acts. 

April 
message 

series 
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VdC kicks off  
marketing campaign 

by Evelyn Newton 

T he Women’s Group has arranged to have a speaker at the April meeting on April 15th. Dr. Steve Van 
Laecken D.C. is a member of an organization called The Foundation For Wellness Professionals. 

This Foundation is comprised of doctors nationwide who donate their time as a community service to 
educate, prevent disease, and improve the health of their communities.  His presentation will be Eliminate 
Harmful Effects of Stress. He offered several choices but the group unaminously chose the topic of stress. I 
guess we all need a little help with the stress in our lives. 

Looking ahead and back 
VdC Women’s Group  

Sunday morning Adult Education:  Responding to public life  

F or three Sundays in April (11, 18, 25), we will bring in speakers at 11:00 am to address public funding 
needs, issues and crises related to children, assistance to persons with mental disabilities, and hospice 

care.  We can all learn facts and perspective from people with real world experience.  We can discuss how 
Christian theology guides us to think and interact in each area.  We can also discuss next steps in practice 
for those who wish to engage in public life and further ministry.  This will be one way we encourage indi-
viduals to "pick a new direction" and respond to community needs after Easter. 
 Speakers currently include:   Dana Naimark of the Children’s Action Alliance, Virginia Korte - Di-
rector of STARS (to speak about developmentally disabled adults), Evelyn Newton – public funding and 
hospice care. 

Via de Cristo sent 

this postcard to 

5000 households 

in the area. 

by Rich Engelder 

Y et another successful Family social event in March! Thirty-three folks enjoyed pre-dinner dessert—
freshly baked brownies (thanks to Joan Emig and Ann Mach) and ice cream—outdoors. A 

big thanks to the events volunteers Ann Mach, Barbara Del Angel, and Karen Engelder who 
served ice cream and and Ken Morrison for providing accompaniment for the after dessert sing-
along. Upon the closing of this event several individuals indicated an interest in going back to 
church camp. 
 The next Family event is a Bake Sale Auction and Raffle coming up soon; stay tuned for more 
details.  All bakers, please break out or dust off your cookbooks and prepare a special confection for 
this event. Proceeds will be used to increase the selection of banners that energize the sanctuary. 

Ice Cream Social:  an event to remember 

See page 4 in 

this issue for pix 

of this event!  
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D on Johnson was born in Buffalo, NY and moved to Arizona when he was a teenager.  In 
1959 he went into the Army and subsequently made his home in California after he 

was discharged in 1962.  He and his wife Dee moved with their twins to Arizona in 1969 
and Don made his career doing home inspections and surveys for insurance companies.  He 
was a good businessman and companies liked doing business with him.  
 After his wife Dee died, Don began dating Judi and they were married by Rev. David Fel-
ten on January 1, 2004.  Their relationship became special to the whole family.  Don be-
came a member of Via de Cristo in June 2005 and always brightened the room with his 
presence.  Don will be remembered for many things by many people.  Especially, he will be 
remembered for being a man of joy who put others first and befriended everyone.  He 
showed his faith by his actions and his works.  Rev. Ken Morrison officiated at his memorial 
service on March 15, 2010 which was attended by well over one hundred people. 

Via de Cristo remembers Don Johnson 
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  
  

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
6:00 Seder 
Service 

 
 

 
 

2  
12:00 Good Friday   
 Service 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Pub 
6:30 1st Friday at 
Newton/
Vanderbeck home 

3  

4 
 
 

5 6 
 

7 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-
VdC 

9 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

10 

11 
 Order Coffee  
9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

12 
 

 

13 
 

 
 
4:00 UMOM 
serve meal to 
homeless 

14  
  
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

15  
Viatttudes 
Deadline 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
6:00 Women’s 
Group- VdC  

16 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

17 
 

18 
9:30 Worship & 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
10:00 Coffee 
Club & Bible 
Study 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

 

21 
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 
 

22 
EARTH  

DAY 
 
 

23 
 

 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 
 

24 

25 
 Coffee delivery 
9:30 Worship &  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

26 
Ken’s Trip to 
Netherlands 
4/26 thru 
5/11 

27 
 

28 29 30 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 
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APRIL 2010 

EASTER 
WORSHIP 

7 am 
9:30 am 
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Women’s Group will meet April 15th at 6 pm at VdC.  Call Anne Marie, 
480.538.9166 for more information or directions.  All women, old or young, 
members or visitors of VdC, are invited to come for a time to relax, chat about 
whatever, and plan activities.   

 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, 
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  Call Dick Talbott, 
480.609.1390 for more information.  
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or  
jerry.barlow@cox.net 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

 

Be a reader!  
 

The display of books each Sunday at the back of the 

Worship Center are just a sample of what is available in 

the church library.  Feel free to look through the books 

on the library shelves in the Gathering Room any time 

the church is open.  Books from both locations may be 

checked out by simply writing your name and the book 

title in the black notebook on the shelf below the book-

shelves .   

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

4/04  Trish & Bill Harper 
4/11   Lori & Darrell Barrett 
4/18   Ruth & Dick Talbott 
4/25   Cheryl Boone & Ray 
 Passarelli 

Hospitality 
 

Evelyn Newton 
Joan Emig 
Karen & Rich Engelder 
Dave DeRushia 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jerry Barlow 
Toby Graves 
Darrell Barrett 
Evelyn Newton 


