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M ost of us believe that our fellowship is a very welcoming 
group of people.  Well thanks to a little research and 
some outstanding documentation by Rich and Karen 

Engelder with the help of Trish Harper's photos it is now official.  
The United Methodist Church now recognizes us as a Certified Wel-
coming Congregation.  This means that we are one of the United 
Methodist congregations throughout the country that is recognized 
as practicing Radical Hospitality.   

On Sunday, July 18, Rich Engelder (pictured above right) presented 
the plaque that we received in recognition of our openness to both 
Ken Morrison, pastor of VdC (above center) and Jerry Barlow, church 
council chair (above left).  The most important part of this recognition 
is that we all received this award, not just Ken and Jerry.  Every one 
of us deserves this recognition, because we 
are an open, caring, friendly congregation.  
Good job! 

To put things in perspective, there are 
more than 37,000 United Methodist congre-
gations in the United States.  Less than 
1,000 of these congregations (or less than 
3%) have been recognized as a Certified 
Welcoming Congregation.  The plaque will 
be put on display for all to see prominently 
in the Café.  In addition, the application 
materials will be available for all to view in the church office.  If you 
would like to view the application materials, feel free to ask Annie in 
the church office. 

UMC recognizes Via de Cristo 
as “Certified Welcoming Congregation” 
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is a monthly publication of 
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United Methodist Fellowship 
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480.515.4490  
 

Via de Cristo Office Hours:  
Tuesday – Friday 
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Deadline:  the 15th of each 
month  

Please direct all comments 
regarding this publication to 

Gail McCoy, editor 
rmmccoy@umich.edu 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

I  t is not often that a pastor gets to 
be a religious outsider.  It hap-
pened for me one spring day in 

1976.  From my auto I had observed 
a religious group preaching on a street 
corner a few days earlier and noticed 
them setting up in the city park across 
the street from the church where I 

served.  I decided to in-
vestigate who they were 
and what they were doing.  
It turned out that they 
were followers of Rev. 
Moon or “Moonies” and 

two of them came to engage me in a 
conversation.  It did not take long to 
see that it was all about them and not 
about me.  They were all right and I 
was all wrong.  Very quickly I was 
ready to extricate myself from the 
situation.  I could not get away fast 
enough. 
 With so many religious people 
ready to get in your face and push 
their agenda, it is no wonder that 
many Americans have an increasing 
desire to keep their religion and spiri-
tuality a private matter.  Increasingly 
young adults across our country are 
identifying themselves as “spiritual 
but not religious” because religious 
organizations and institutions have 
left them with a bad feeling. 
 Our strategic planning team dis-
covered that the “dechurched” are the 
largest group of people in our area 
who do not have a current congrega-
tion.  The dechurched are simply peo-
ple who have not been to church in 
more than six months.  The team de-
veloped a vision of becoming a mag-

net congregation planning our life and 
ministry to attract this large body of 
people who may be as many as half 
our neighbors. 
 Let me push back at that vision of 
us trying to make our church a mag-
net.   
 In Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus is the 
ultimate “dechurched” person be-
cause his role as a tax gatherer and 
Roman lackey makes him an outcast 
from the synagogue and any other 
form of Jewish fellowship.  In Luke's 
story, Zacchaeus is attracted to Jesus, 
but of greater importance is the fact 
that Jesus allows himself to be at-
tracted to Zacchaeus.  The transfor-
mation in Zacchaeus' life is a result 
not of preaching or teaching, but of 
attention and an invitation to dinner.  
The act of kindness inspires Zac-
chaeus to draw Jesus closer. 
 Maybe we need to let people 
around us attract our attention instead 
of trying to attract theirs.  Maybe the 
invitation to church is not the first 
invitation we need to give.  Instead, 
how about inviting someone new to 
join you for coffee, a glass of wine, a 
meal, a round of golf, or your book 
club. 
 Letting people attract our inten-
tion and acts of kindness is what I call 
magnetic discipleship.  By the way, I 
am not sure who picked up the tab 
between Jesus and Zacchaeus, but if 
you give an invite and pick up the tab 
I will be happy to say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” 

 
 

Increasingly young adults across our 
country are identifying themselves as 

“spiritual but not religious”...  
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Family Night 
at the ballgame 

Summer  
Worship 

First Friday Food, Fun, and Fellowship 



Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
 1 
 
 
  
  
 

2 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 5 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Pub 
 
6:30 1st Friday at 
home of Evelyn 
Newton  & Greg 
Vanderbeck 
 

7 

8 Order Coffee 
 9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

9 10 
 
4:00 UMOM 
serve meal to 
homeless 

11 
 

12 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-VdC 

13 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 
 

 

14 

15 
 

 9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

 

16 
Viatttudes 
Deadline 

17 
 

 
 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
????? 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
 
 

20 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

21 
 
 

22 Coffee delivery 
 9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 
 

23  
 
 

24 
 
 

25 

 
 
 

26 27 
 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

28 

29  
 9:30 Worship  
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 
  

30 31    
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Women’s Fellowship Group will officially be on hiatus for July and Au-
gust. This group includes all women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC. 
Unlike the men's Prime Time Philosophers, we sometimes do have a program 
or agenda but seldom tackle world problems. Watch for the Sept. meeting 

announcement later in the summer. Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 with your suggestions for 
fall activities, speakers, books to discuss, etc.   

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, 
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  Call Dick Talbott, 
480.609.1390 for more information.  
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. The nursery is closed for the summer and will return in the 
fall. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or  
jerry.barlow@cox.net 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

8/01  Karen & Rich Engelder 
8/08  Grace & Jerry Barlow 
8/15  Seth & Cole Johnson 
8/22  Evelyn Newton &  
   Greg Venderbeck 
8/29   

Hospitality 
 

Ruth Talbott 
Ann Rea 
Donelle Johnson 
Cheryl Boone-Passarelli 
 
Mary Johnson 

Worship Leaders 
 

Evelyn Newton 
Jerry Barlow 
Toby Graves 
Evelyn Newton 
 
Toby Graves 

 

AzFCT Coming Events Around the Valley  
Shakespeare and the Bible, Dr. Christy Gillette and Bill Vestal, North Scottsdale United 
Methodist Church, Thursday, August 26th, 7:00 -- 8:30 pm,  From a Christian perspective, 
however, Shakespeare's message is not always as easy to identify. Dr. Gillette, a faculty 
associate at ASU, will explore some of the historical, religious and political 
events that colored Shakespeare's lifetime and how these influences 
affected the expression of Christian belief in his writing.  The discussion 
will focus on issues of justice, authority, and mercy in Shakespeare's 
comedy, Measure for Measure, and how these issues compare with simi-
lar passages from the Bible.  William Vestal, who will present the read-
ings, has acted in community theaters in New York and Phoenix.  He holds a Masters of 
Divinity and served as an ordained United Methodist pastor. There is no charge for this 
event but reservations are appreciated. 

 
Politics and the Church, Shane Claiborne, Tempe First United Methodist 
Church Saturday, October 9, 7--9 pm, more info at http://
www.thesimpleway.org/shane/ $20 ($15 before 9/17), Students $5, Spon-
sored by Valley Wesley United Methodist Campus Ministry at ASU  
 

God Is Already Speaking Then,  Dr. Walter Brueggemann, Shepherd of the Hills 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Sunday, October 17, 7 pm, Presented 
by Spirit in the Desert Retreat Center with AzFCT, Registration: $20 per person   

For more information on these and other events see 
www.azfct.org, contact azfct@cox.net or 480.488.6453  

 


