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Via de Cristo is a faith community offering a path of spiritual growth & understanding in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Check us out on the web at 
www.viadecr isto.com 

www.open2you.org 
 

E-mail 
Church office: 
viadecristo@viadecristo.com 

 

Rev. Ken Morrison: 
 drkenmorrison@yahoo.com 
 

Blog 
http://drkenmorrison. 

typepad.com/open2you/ 

V 
 

IATTITUDES  

 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 6:30 pm  
 

A party for  
the whole family  

��
��

�7Favorite Christmas 
Music featuring Erin as 

songleader and Andy on 
keyboard 

 

�7A very 
special 

story for 
kids 9-90 

 

�7Please bring 
family, friends, neighbors, 

 

and  
 

a snack to share 

and 
join us for 
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VIATTITUDES   
is a monthly publication of 

  

Via de Cristo  
United Methodist Fellowship 

 

7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, 
Suite 134, Scottsdale AZ 

85255  
 

480.515.4490  
 

Via de Cristo Office Hours:  
Tuesday – Friday 

9:00 to 2:00  

 

Deadline:  the 15th of each 
month  

Please direct all comments 
regarding this publication to 

Gail McCoy, editor 
rmmccoy@umich.edu 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

D ecember is not the end of the 
year, it is the beginning. 
   Advent, which we celebrate 

in worship for most of the month of 
December, is where the church year 
begins.  We start our remembrance and 
rehearsal of the life story of Jesus at the 
beginning again with a spirit of anticipa-
tion.  We proclaim once 
again the joyful, glad 
tidings:  He is coming; 
light is about to dawn 
anew and, though dark-
ness may not compre-
hend it, it cannot pre-
vent the light God sends from breaking 
forth and changing everything. 
 If you are like me, you need some 
help with anticipation and celebration.  
2009 has been a difficult and challeng-
ing year in many of our lives.  Two 
years ago, I never would have antici-
pated the level of stress that I have wit-
nessed in the lives of members of our 
congregation and people in our com-
munity.  My spirit cries out, “Break 
forth, O glorious light!” 
 December is a wonderful time to 
help people start over again with spiri-
tual exploration.  It is the month when 
more people think about attending a 
church service or two.  This month we 
will have something good for worship-

ers every Sunday morning.  We will also 
hold two very special events that are 
being developed to especially appeal to 
the unchurched and dechurched. 
 On Sunday evening, December 
13, at 6:30 p.m. we will welcome every-
one to our second annual “A Very Via 
de Cristo Christmas Party.”  This will be 

a fun time similar to 
gathering in your family 
room with friends to 
sing Christmas songs 
and tell the children a 
holiday story.  We will 
follow it with fellowship 

and light snacks.  Please bring a snack 
to share. 
 On Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m., we 
will welcome members and guests from 
around the city and the world to join in 
our celebration of Christmas with les-
sons, carols and candlelighting.  We will 
start with Joy to the World and end 
with Silent Night which is just what 
everyone wants on Christmas Eve. 
 This is your month to bring family 
and friends to church with you and 
know that we have something special 
waiting when you arrive.  I'll see you at 
VdC with holiday spirit shining and to-
gether we will get this new church year 
started off right. 

December is a wonder-
ful time to help people 
start over again with 
spiritual exploration. 
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On the 6th: 
District Superintendent Rev. Sharon Ragland will preach at 
the 9:30 worship and then lead the Via de Cristo Church Con-
ference at 11:00. 
 

And on the 27th: 
John Rea will preach at the 9:30 worship service.  Rev. Morri-
son will be in Houston, TX with family.  

December notes 
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  
  

  
 

 1 
 
 
 
 

2  
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
6:00 Open 
Table 

3 
 
 
6:00 Worship 
Design Team - 
VdC 

4 4:00 VdC 
Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
6:30 1st Friday 
–Barlows 
7:00  AA-VdC 

5 
 

6 9:30 Worship 
DS Rev. Sharon 
Ragland preaching,  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Church 

Conference 

7  8 
 
4:00 UMOM—
serve meal to 
homeless 
 
 

9 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
6:00 Open 
Table - VdC 

10 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-
VdC 

11  
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

12 

13 Order Coffee  
9:30 Worship, 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
6:30 Very VdC 
Family Christmas 
Party 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 Viatttudes 
Deadline 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

16  
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

 

17 
 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  

18 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

19 

20  
9:30 Worship & Kids 
de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

21 
 
 
 
7:00 Agape—  
VdC  

22 23 
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
   NO Primtime  

26 
 

 

27 Coffee delivery 
9:30 Worship, John 
Rea Preaching 
& Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

28 
Viattitudes 
posted on Web 

29 
 

30 
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 

31   

 

Messages and devotionals on Rev. Ken Morrison’s blog:  
http://drkenmorrison.typepad.com/open2you/ 
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DecemberDecember  
  

 2009 2009   

Christmas Eve 

7:00 Worship 
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What’s new? 

Then:  barriers confuse and obstruct Now:  clear sailing! 

Road completion is a welcome sight for VdCers 

 
Coming in January 

Mark your calendars and 
stay tuned for details  



VdC responds to increased need for assistance 

 

7430 E Pinnacle Peak Road 
Suite 134 

Scottsdale AZ 85255 
 

480.515.4490 

Check us out on the web at 
www.viadecr isto.com 

www.open2you.org 
 

E-mail 
Church office: 

viadecristo@viadecristo.com 
 

Rev. Ken Morrison: 
 drkenmorrison@yahoo.com 
 

Blog 
http://drkenmorrison. 

typepad.com/open2you/ 
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Agape will meet Dec. 21st at 7 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, 
Suite 134, Scottsdale.  Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 for more information 
or directions.  All women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC, are invited 
to come for a time to relax, chat about whatever, and plan activities.   
 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at 
O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  
Call Dick Talbott, 480.609.1390 for more information. (NO meeting Dec. 25) 
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6 Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jim Beveridge, Chair 480.538.9166 or 
jim.beveridge@dcranch.com 
 

 

AzFCT and other resources 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Readers  
 

Dave DeRushia 
Evelyn Newton 
Jessica Leiser 
Cheryl Boone-    
   Passarelli 

Ushers/Greeters 
 

12/06  Ruth & Dick Talbott 
12/13  Ann & Bob Haney 
12/20  Dave DeRushia 
12/27  Joan Emig & 
   Cheryl Tucker  

Hospitality 
 

Grace Barlow 
Evelyn Newton 
Karen Engelder 
Kay Kline 

Worship Leaders 
 

Evelyn Newton 
Grace Barlow 
Dick Talbott 
Jerry Barlow 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

  

Save These Dates  
 

Sunday, December 6, 2--3:30 pm, Our Thirst for Meaning (Meaning and Mantra),Tim Boyd 
 The Theosophical Society in Phoenix Study Center, Free--donations appreciated.  RSVP: 
 602-954-8525, Little Rangoon Restaurant, 7000 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale 
 

Sunday, December 6, 2:30--4:30, Institute of Noetic Science (IONS), Basic Buddhism, Rev. 
 Daniel C. Goldfarb, www.ionsphoenix.org, Suggested donation: $5--$10, Mustang Library 
 10101 N. 90th St., Scottsdale 
 

Wednesday Evenings, 7:00-8:30 pm, Dec. 16, Jan. 20, Feb, 10, March 10, April 14, 
 Arizona Center for Theological Studies, Exploring Spirituality Beyond Hierarchical Church, 
 John Chuchman, MA and Rev. Vernon Meyer, PhD, Spirituality: What is it? Assessing my 
 Spiritual Health,Nurturing my Spiritual Growth, Stumbling Blocks Climbing the Mountain 
 of Life, Spiritual Healing, Forgiveness: A Key to Healing.The Precious Present, Inner Peace 
 $15 per workshop $75 for the Series of Six, Crossroads United Methodist Church,  7901 
 N. Central Ave, Phoenix, Register, 602-944-1704 or info@azcts.org 
 

Thursday, January 28, 2010, Marcus Borg Returns, Speaking Christian: A Misunderstood 
 Language 
 

Saturday, February 20, 2010, Bishop John Shelby Spong 
 


