
January 2010 

Sunday Worship  
at Via de Cristo  

 

7430 E Pinnacle Peak  
Suite 134 

Scottsdale AZ 85255 
 

9:30 a.m.  
 

Blended Classic 
& Multi -sensory  

Worship Celebration  
 

Kids de Cristo  
 

10:30 a.m.  
 

Coffee Fellowship  
 

11:00 a.m.  
 

Adult Enrichment  
Study & Discussion  

Inside this issue 

Vianderings,  
“Choose Holiday”  

2 

February Calendar  3 

Election 2010  4 

Pix, Lenten  
Opportunities  

5 

FYI, Volunteers  6 

Via de Cristo is a faith community offering a path of spiritual growth & understanding in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Check us out on the web at 
www.viadecr isto.com 

www.open2you.org 
 

E-mail 
Church office: 
viadecristo@viadecristo.com 

 

Rev. Ken Morrison: 
 drkenmorrison@yahoo.com 
 

Blog 
http://drkenmorrison. 

typepad.com/open2you/ 

V 
 

IATTITUDES  
Volume 12, Issue 2  February 2010  

U pon hearing of the tragic earthquake in Haiti and 
learning that the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief was gathering health kits to send to this 

poverty stricken nation, Rich Engelder, a member of our 
local congregation decided to take action.  Rich took the 
initiative to gather donations and locally purchase the sup-
plies for health kits to be sent to Haiti via UMCOR.  UM-
COR requested $12.95 per health kit.  VdC requested a 

donation of at least $35.00 per family for this project, with a goal in mind 
for members and volunteers to assemble and ship at least 50 Health Kits to 
the UMCOR Warehouse facility in Louisiana.  The response from our fel-
lowship was overwhelming. This action 
proves once again that mission work is 
a high priority.  The donations received 
to date are over $1,700.00.  
     Rich coordinated the search at  local 
stores, looking for cost effective sup-

plies so that as many kits as possible could be assembled and 
shipped using the donated funds.  During his search, the most 
difficult item to locate was an adequate supply of finger nail 
clippers*—many stores were visited and emptied of their stock.  
       Volunteers** gathered to assemble kits on January 25th.  
Over 200 kits were assembled using an assembly line process.   After a little trial and error, Erin de-

veloped a good method for packing the boxes so that 12 health kits 
could be stuffed into each shipping box. 
     After 3 hours of assembling health kits, stuffing shipping 
boxes, and fellowship the volunteer group assembled 212 health 
kits which was over four times 
what was anticipated!  The vol-
unteers met again after church on  
January 31st to finish the remainder 

of the kits, and ready them for shipment. 
 Once again Via de Cristo Fellowship has risen to the occa-
sion and proven that even though being a small group of individu-
als, there is a strong in resolve to attend to those in need.  Thanks 
to all who contributed to the overall process and its successful 
conclusion. 
 
 

*Each Health Kit contained: 1 hand towel, 1 washcloth, 1 bar of soap, 1 toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, 6 
bandages and 1 pair of nail clippers plus $1.00 for toothpaste in a sealed gallon bag. 
 

**Volunteers included: Ann Marie Beverage, Penny Davis, Karen Engelder, Rich Engelder, Trish 
Harper, Lori Heisner, Jerry Knobloch, Mary Knobloch, Owen Leiser, Jessica Leiser, Ken Morrison, Dick 
Talbot, Ruth Talbot, Erin Tompkins and Cheryl Tucker 

VdC packs kits for Haiti 
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VIATTITUDES   
is a monthly publication of 

  

Via de Cristo  
United Methodist Fellowship 

 

7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, 
Suite 134, Scottsdale AZ 
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480.515.4490  
 

Via de Cristo Office Hours:  
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Deadline:  the 15th of each 
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Please direct all comments 
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Gail McCoy, editor 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

H ave you ever wondered what 
people say when they send 
the yellow “First Impres-

sion” cards back to the church office?  
Here are some of the comments from  
recent respondents: 
 

made to feel welcome by...“very 
friendly, welcoming congregation” 

liked best… “music, sermon” 
“good website” 
“did a great job in design of 
church” 
found you through... “internet, 

phonebook” 
welcomed by…  “greetings and church 

intro” 
liked best… “first year anniversary pot-

luck – great food” 
“felt welcomed, good talks during pot-
luck” 
“Thank you for follow-up” 
 

made to feel welcome by… “smiles, 
warm handshakes, the offer of coffee” 

liked best… “ the order of service, music, 
sermon – All of it!” 

 

We must be doing something right to 
have people feeling that way about their 
first Sunday with us.  This is one of the 
things that has me so excited about our 
possibilities of reaching new people and 
drawing them into the life of our con-
gregation.  The outreach team does not 
have to worry about us being a welcom-
ing church; they only have to invite and 
attract new people for us to welcome 
enthusiastically. 
 

Bring someone with you to worship or 
a fellowship event.  Bring them to serve 
the homeless with us as well.  We have 
proved we can take care of the next step 
– EXTRAVAGANT HOSPITALITY. 

We must be doing 

something right... 
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“Choose Your Holiday” Family Night 
 

What: Choose Your Holiday – Spaghetti Dinner 
Where: Via de Cristo Fellowship 
Why: To celebrate one or all of the following: Ground Hog Day, 

Valentines Day, Chinese New year and/or President’s Day.  
Come one, Come all.  Bring your family and friends. 

When:  Sunday February 14th, 2010 beginning at 5:00 PM. 
Cost: $5.00 per ticket or a special deal price of 5 for $20. 
Details: Spaghetti Dinner with Cherry Cobbler for dessert followed 

by fellowship.  Child care will be provided. 
  

 Details in the Sunday Bulletin & online 



Volume 12, Issue 2  

Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  
  

  
 

1 2 
 
 
 
 
 

3  
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gather-
ing Room VdC 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
6:30 1st Friday  
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

6 

7 
9:30 Worship &  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

Superbowl  
 

8 9 
 
 
4:00 
UMOM—
serve meal to 
homeless 

10 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gather-
ing Room VdC 
 
6:00 Open Table 

11 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-
VdC 

12 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

13 

14 Order Coffee  
9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
5:00 Choose 
Your Holiday 
Party  

15 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

16 
10:00 Coffee 
Club & Bible 
Study 
 

5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

Viatttudes 
Deadline 

17  
  
 
 
 
 

11:00 - 1:00 
Meditation & 
Prayer 

18 
 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
6:30 VdC Ori-
entation 
6:00 Women’s 
Group- VdC  

19 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

20 

21 1st Sunday 
in LENT  

9:30 Worship & 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

22 
Phoenix Open 

Week 
 
 

23 
10:00 Coffee 
Club & Bible 
Study 

 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

27 
 

 

28 2nd Sunday 
in LENT  

Coffee delivery 
9:30 Worship &  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
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February 2010February 2010  

 

Clergy Gathering in Tucson  
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS  
AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  
 Pastor Ken Morrison, Chair 
 Dick Talbott  Class of 2010 
 Bob Haney  Class of 2011 
 Joan Emig   Class of 2012 
 Jim Armstrong  Class of 2012 
 Lay Leader  (ex officio) 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL  
* Council Chair   Jerry Barlow 
 
*Director for Strategic Planning and  
  Outreach Initiative  Jim Beveridge 
 Consultants: 
 Paul Vercontaire, Marketing Advisor 
 Erin Tompkins, Marketing Coordinator 
 Participants:  Jerry Barlow 
    Toby Graves 
    Donna Graves 
    Evelyn Newton 
    Owen Leiser 
    Jessica Leiser 
    Ann Haney 
    Ken Morrison 
 
*LAY LEADER     Evelyn Newton 
 
* FINANCE   Donna Graves, Chair/ 
    Treasurer 
      
 Members:    Lori Barrett 
    Mary Johnson 
 
* TRUSTEES   Toby Graves, Chair 
      
 Members:  Ray Passarelli 
    Bob Haney 
    Greg Vanderbeck 
    Grace Barlow 
 
STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS  Dave DeRushia, Chair 
 
 Members: Darrell Barrett, Vice Chair
  Jim Beveridge (ex officio)
  Jerry Barlow   (ex officio)
  Evelyn Newton (ex officio)
  Toby Graves   (ex officio) 
 
*SECRETARY   Kay Kline 
 
*STEWARDSHIP AND 
FUND-RAISING   Rich Engelder 
 
EVENT PLANNING    
 Members:  Karen Engelder 

Via de Cristo Officers and Team Members Elected  
 

CHURCH CONFERENCE:  JANUARY 24, 2010  

 
* SUNDAY COORDINATOR  Evelyn Newton 
     (serves as 1st Vice-Chair of Council)
  
 Members: Alan Horne, Greeters 
   Dick Bruce, Ushers  
   Trish Harper, Hospitality 
   Jim Armstrong, A/V 
   Greg Vanderbeck, Computer 
   Kay Kline, Staff Liaison 
      
   **Worship Leaders  
   **Liturgists  
   **Worship Table Setup 
 
*LAY MEMBER OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE Toby Graves 
 
*PASTOR    Ken Morrison 
 
OFFICES THAT REPORT TO CHURCH COUNCIL  
 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY   Dick Talbott 
 Reports to Council Chair and Pastor 
 
**MISSION COORDINATOR 
 **UMOM   
 Open Table    Grace Barlow
 Justa Center   Joan Emig 
 On Bike with Love   Owen Leiser 
 Foothills Caring Corps  Cheryl Tucker 
 
**CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRIES  
 Card Ministry   Karen Engelder 
 **Meals Ministry 
 
*  **EDUCATION AND  ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR
 Liaison for Children's Ministries Kay Kline 
 Liaison for Adult Education  Ruth Talbott 
 Liaison for Confirmation  Susie Livingston 
 
PUBLICATIONS EDITOR 
 Viattitudes Editor   Gail McCoy 
 **Managing Editor 
 
FUTURE GOALS FOR CHURCH LEADERS  
Every person a minister 
Develop more Ministry Teams 
Rotation System for Church Offices 
Succession Planning for each church office and team leader role 
Back up plan for each leader 
Performance Guides for every ministry 
 
 * = This Officer is a Church Council Member 
 ** = Position to be filled 
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L to R:  Kevin and Susie Livingston with daughter 
Elizabeth (not pictured are sons Cameron Truitt and 
Cole Truitt), Owen and Jessica Leiser 

Coffee Club and Bible Study:  Begins Tues., Feb. 16.  It will be a time of good fellowship 
and conversation relating the Bible to a topic arising from current events. 
 

Meditation and Prayer:  Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, the Worship Center will be open from 
11:00-1:00.  Pastor Ken Morrison will be available for the imposition of ashes. 
 

Different Voices — An Introduction to the Gospels: Begins Sun., Feb. 21 at 11 am 
and continues through Lent. Toby Graves will lead a small group class to help readers 
compare and contrast the four gospels and the different messages of their writers. 
 

Guest Speaker Zack Newsome:  Zack Newsome from CommunitasPHX will speak in 
worship Sunday, February 21.  CommunitasPHX is a collection of communities, experi-
ments, and initiatives exploring new ways to live and be human.  From their website: 
“We are interested in reimagining communities of faith for those outside the church. We 

hope to engage and explore faith among the irreligious and the disconnected in our city. We are convinced 
that following Jesus means caring for the broken, the hurting, the sick, and the poor. We are drawn to the 
exploration of a creativity within each of us that speaks of a creator. We want to live as symbols of the king-
dom of God - pointing to the beauty & availability of another way of being human in the ways of Jesus.” 
 

Zack was introduced to us through Owen Leiser who first told us about the On Bike With Love ministry which has 
young adults coming together to give supplies and be a friend to the under resourced in our city.  VdC has pro-
vided some of those supplies. 

Thirty-three hardy souls ventured out from 
their warm dwellings for an extraordinary 
adventure during January’s Family Fellowship 
Night.  They were rewarded with a warm bowl 
of chili, grilled hot dogs, warm apple crisp and 
ice cream, plus a premiere viewing of a new 
Western TV pilot starring several members of 
the Heisner family including Ron himself.  To 
top off the movie excitement, Ron made the 
event even more memorable by coming in 
costume and answering audience questions 
about the movie and the movie making proc-
ess.  The most important ingredient to this 
event’s spectacular success was the willing and 
dedicated service on the part of our volunteers 
including: Jim Armstrong, Jerry Barlow, Joan 
Emig, Karen Engelder, Richard Engelder, 
Donna Graves, Trish Harper, Ron Heisner, 
Ann Mach, Evelyn Newton and Cheryl 
Tucker.  Please join us in thanking them for a 
memorable evening. 

Lenten worship & study opportunities  
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Agape will meet Feb. 18th at 6 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, 
Suite 134, Scottsdale.  Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 for more information 
or directions.  All women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC, are invited 
to come for a time to relax, chat about whatever, and plan activities.   

 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, 
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  Call Dick Talbott, 
480.609.1390 for more information. (NO meeting Dec. 25) 
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jim Beveridge, Chair 480.538.9166 or 
jim.beveridge@dcranch.com 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net AzFCT and other resources 
 Save These Dates  
 

Saturday, February 20, 2010  
Bishop John Shelby Spong, Beyond Theism, But Not Beyond God; Jesus:  Beyond Incarna-
tion, But Not Beyond Divine, Tempe First United Methodist Church, 215 E. University Drive, 
Tempe AZ 85281 
 
Saturday, February 13th, 1:30 - 4:30 pm,  
Richard Rohr Book Tour, The Naked Now: Learning to See as Mystics See, Church of the 
Beatitudes, 555 W. Glendale Ave., Phoenix 

 
Saturday, February 13, 7:00 pm 
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, On a Thinking Church in America, Shadow Rock UCC, 12861 
N. 8th Ave, Phoenix 85029, Donation: adults $10, students free. 
 
February 26-27 
Melanie Johnson-DeBaufre & Shelly Matthews, Christian Beginnings:  Visions and Struggles 
with and beyond the Canon, The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, 17750 S. La Can-
ada, Sahuarita, AZ 85629 

 
 

For registration information on these and other opportunities, click on 
AzFCT.org or contact 480-488-6453 or azfct@cox.net  

 
  

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

2/07  Grace & Jerry Barlow 
2/14  Evelyn Newton &  
 Greg Vanderbeck 
2/21  Trish & Bill Harper 
2/28  Donna & Toby Graves 

Hospitality 
 

Penny Davis 
Grace Barlow 
Diane Mulnix 
Trish Harper 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jim Beveridge 
Jerry Barlow 
 
Anne Marie Beveridge 
Evelyn Newton 

Readers 
 

Joan Emig 
Ruth Talbott 
Trish Harper 
Anne Marie Bveridge 


