
March 2010  

Sunday Worship  
at Via de Cristo  

 

7430 E Pinnacle Peak  
Suite 134 

Scottsdale AZ 85255 
 

9:30 a.m.  
 

Blended Classic 
& Multi -sensory  

Worship Celebration  
 

Kids de Cristo  
 

10:30 a.m.  
 

Coffee Fellowship  
 

11:00 a.m.  
 

Adult Enrichment  
Study & Discussion  

Inside this issue 

Vianderings  2 

Pix 3 

Calendar 4 

FYI, Volunteers  5 

  

Via de Cristo is a faith community offering a path of spiritual growth & understanding in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Check us out on the web at 
www.viadecr isto.com 

www.open2you.org 
 

E-mail 
Church office: 
viadecristo@viadecristo.com 

 

Rev. Ken Morrison: 
 drkenmorrison@yahoo.com 
 

Blog 
http://drkenmorrison. 

typepad.com/open2you/ 

V 
 

IATTITUDES  
Volume 12, Issue 7  July 2010 

W hat a great schedule we have for our Adult Education for the 
summer!  Take a look at all of the information on the book we 
will discuss—it’s a fascinating look at everyday questions from 

the perspective of 5 different world faiths. 
 We start on July 11 with Hinduism, followed by Christianity on 
the 18th.  Then on the 25th, we look at Buddhism, then Islam, then 
Judaism.  Concluding the series is the epilogue on August 15 where 
we can look for all the commonalities that exist in these world faiths.  
Copies of the book are available, so check it out—both the book and 
the class series.  Who knows, we might learn something! 
 From Booklist on amazon.com:  Although each person is unique 
and lives in a different time and culture from those of his or her 
predecessors and successors, Chittister insists that all humans have 
something in common. Drawing on the stories and heritages of Hin-
duism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, she explores this 
commonality with great insight and compassion. She discusses spe-
cific issues through the prism of particular religious traditions. She looks at 
aging and letting go of the past with Hindu wisdom; at doing the right 
thing and the meaning of success with Buddhist enlightenment; at idealism 
and feeling stuck with Jewish communitarianism; at getting away from it all 
and the purpose of life with Christian love; and at the existence of God 
and happiness with Islamic submission. "Life," she says, "is simply the 
responsibility of each of us to make our own contribution to the on-going 
co-creation of the world." [This is] exemplary inspiration from one of the 
foremost contemporary writers on spirituality. 

Welcome to the Wisdom of the World  
and its meaning for you 

J oan Chittister, internationally 
known writer and lecturer is execu-

tive director of Benetvision, a resource 
and research center for contemporary 
spirituality.  She currently serves as co-
chair of the Global Peace Initiative of 
Women, a partner organization of the 
UN. She was an advisor for A Woman’s 
Nation, led by Maria Shriver (2009) and 
member of the TED prize-sponsored 

Council of Sages.  A Benedictine Sister of Erie, Pennsylvania, USA, Sister Joan re-
ceived her doctorate from Penn State University in speech communications theory. 
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T alking with our children and 
grandchildren about God can 
be quite intimidating.  Often we 

put off such a conversation because we 
believe we don’t know enough about 
the Bible and theology.  Behind our 

masks of self-assurance 
and confidence, we are 
afraid we will look bad 
if we don’t have all of 
the answers to their 

questions.  Internally we struggle with 
our doubts about many claims in reli-
gious tradition and are not sure how far 
to go in sharing these.  So, silence is 
perceived as a virtuous choice. 
 Yet there is no virtue in avoiding 
conversation with our children and 
grandchildren about important subjects.  
In April, 2006, Richard Garner pub-
lished an article in London’s Independent 
saying that the “art of conversation be-
tween parents and children has died.”  
Tens of thousands of primary teachers 
in England were complaining that chil-
dren’s speaking and listening skills 
seemed to be deteriorating.  They traced 
the cause to lack of conversation be-
tween parents and children.  Silence 
about important subjects on our parts 
also has the consequence of a loss of 
wisdom and spiritual strength. 
 In Proverbs 2:1-15, an ancient par-
ent talks to his child about what he con-
siders the core responsibility the two of 
them have in their relationship with 
God.  He informs his child that God is 

giving wisdom (i.e. knowledge and un-
derstanding that results in the ability to 
discern paths of justice and equity, to 
walk in righteousness and uprightness, 
and to avoid the way of evil).  He says 
that his parental  role is to receive and 
pass on this wisdom by words and com-
mandments.  The child’s role is to ac-
cept, treasure, make your ear attentive, 
incline your heart, cry out for insight, 
raise your voice for understanding, seek 
it like silver and search for it. 
 This ancient parent did not try to 
function as a bible scholar, systematic 
theologian, or religious teacher.  He 
simply initiated conversations to help 
his child respond to God with him and 
thereby increase in wisdom.  That is 
also what Luke says was done for Jesus, 
“The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him.  And Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and in years, and in 
divine and human favor.” (Luke 2:40, 
52) 
 Wisdom from God filtered through 
our own knowledge and understanding 
is the gift we have to share with our 
children and grandchildren in conversa-
tion.  So, talk to them.  And this is what 
I have learned:   (1) it’s not one talk but 
a lifetime of talks; (2) your walk is your 
strongest talk and best argument for 
wisdom; and (3) it’s not what you get 
into their heads, but what you get into 
their hearts that counts. 

 

...children's speaking and listening skills 
seemed to be deteriorating [due to]  lack of 

conversation [with] parents...    
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I  n an organization as “method-ical” as the United Methodist Church, you can 
know that things happen as expected.  So it is that our Central-East District 

Superintendent, Sharon Ragland, brings her time in that position to a close.  Via 
de Cristo will miss her sound counsel, her warm demeanor, and her 
friendship, to each of us as well as to all of us.  Sharon has been 
our Superintendent through the last several years, and we all recall 
how tumultuous and challenging those years have been.  Sharon’s 
steady hand and her strength of leadership guided us without run-
ning us, supported us without patronizing us.   
 Sharon is now on her way back to Tucson, to St. Mark’s UMC, to 
serve there as Pastor.  We wish her the very best for the move, for 
her new assignment, for whatever comes her way.  
 So, thank you, 
Sharon, for holding our 
hands as we crossed 
many streets. We will 
miss you. 

Golfing for UMOM  

Family Game Night 

First Friday 
Fellowship 



Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  
 
  

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Pub 
 
6:30 1st Friday at 
home of Grace & 
Jerry Barlow 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

3 
 

4 
 
 9:30 Worship 

Honoring 75th  
Anniversary of AA     

10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

5 6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-VdC 

9 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 
 

6:40 Diamondback 
Family nite 

10 

11 Order Coffee 
 9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

 

12 
 

13 
 

 
4:00 UMOM 
serve meal to 
homeless 

14 
  
 
 
 
 

 

15 
Viatttudes 
Deadline 

 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
 
 

16 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

17 
 
 

18 
 9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

21 
 
 
 

22  23  
 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

24 
 

25 Coffee delivery 
 9:30 Worship  
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 
  
 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

31 
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Women’s Fellowship Group will officially be on hiatus for July and Au-
gust. This group includes all women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC. 
Unlike the men's Prime Time Philosophers, we sometimes do have a program 
or agenda but seldom tackle world problems. Watch for the Sept. meeting 
announcement later in the summer. Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 with your 

suggestions for fall activities, speakers, books to discuss, etc.   

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, 
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  Call Dick Talbott, 
480.609.1390 for more information.  
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. The nursery is closed for the summer and will return in the 
fall. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or  
jerry.barlow@cox.net 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

7/04  Trish & Bill Harper 
7/11  Lori & Darrell Barrett 
7/18  Joan Emig & Mary Johnson 
7/25  Dave DeRushia 

Hospitality 
 

Trish Harper 
Joan Emig 
Jennifer Ford 
Ann Mach 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jerry Barlow 
Darrell Barrett 
Toby Graves 
Craig Hedges 

 

AzFCT Summer Events  Around the Valley  
 
 

Kingean Non-Violence Training, July 31 and August 1st  (Two Day Sessions)  
based on the teachings of Dr. King, and taught by facilitators who trained with 
Dr. Layfayette.  More info to follow. The Namaste Center, 1640 Cielo 
Grande Ave, Phoenix 
 

Creation to Compassion - A Multi-Faith Celebration, St. John Vianney 
Church, 180 Soldiers Pass Rd, Sedona, Saturday, July 24, 8:30 am 
to 3:30 pm. Women from 8 faith traditions will speak about their 
tradition's creation story and how it impacts their lives and spiritual-
ity today. Barbara Mayer, author of Beyond Religion, will be the closing keynote 
speaker. The program will include discussion groups, music, and an interfaith 
prayer service. The cost is $25 and lunch is included. Women and men are 
welcome. For more information & registration call Barbara Litrell, 928-649-
0135 or blitrell@aol.com  
 
 

Shakespeare and the Bible, Christy Gillette and Bill Vestal, North Scottsdale 
United Methodist Church, Thursday, August 26th, 7:00 -- 8:30 pm, details to 
follow. 

 


