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J oin us at VdC Sunday, June 13th when we’ll have a chance to 
hear and chat with Fred Plumer, the president of the Center 
for Progressive Christianity.  Fred just re-

turned from the Common Dreams conference in 
Australia where he spoke to hundreds of people 
about the future of progressive Christianity. 
 Across the globe progressive Christianity is 
now being called a "movement."  Biblical and 
theological scholars are using "progressive Chris-
tianity" in their respective work. Organizations 
and bloggers calling themselves progressive 
Christians are increasing at an exponential 
rate.  Progressive Christians gather all over the 
world in small and large groups.  It would be easy to think that 
those who have been working in this arena for decades have 
realized our dream.  
  Rev. Plumer will posit that until we formulate a new, dy-
namic narrative about the teachings of Jesus, until we really be-
gin to articulate the distinct differences between progressive and 
traditional Christianity, and until we speak openly about the 
damage that may be done in this world by traditional Christian 
beliefs, we may still be just dreaming.  
 He was the founding pastor of the Irvine (CA) United Con-
gregational Church, one of the more exciting and progressive 
mid-size congregations in the nation.  He has had several articles 
published on church development, building faith communities 
and redefining the purpose of the enlightened Christian Church.  
 Fred became a member of the Executive Council for The 
Center for Progressive Christianity in 1995 and wrote The Study 
Guide for TCPC's "eight points."  In January 2006 Fred was 
elected President of TCPC.  

Is it a movement or are we just dreaming? 

 

June Worship Theme at VdC 
 

What shall we teach 
our children?  

 

Schedule 
of Events 

Sunday, June 13 
 

Via de Cristo 
9:30 am 

Speaker in Worship  
 

11:00 am 
Forum with Q & A 

 
and 

 
Central UM Church 

Phoenix 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Lecture with Q & A 
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I   have enjoyed our focus during 
May on the outstanding book by 
Diana Butler Bass entitled A Peo-

ple's History of Christianity.  I met people 
in her writings that I had never heard 
about before and was glad to learn of 
their love for God and neighbor in their 

time.  Their spirituality and 
faithfulness humbled me.  I 
also appreciated her dual 
emphasis on both spiritual 
devotion and ethics.  These 

are two sides of Christian spirituality. 
 In her chapter "The River," Diana 
Butler Bass tells about the ministry and 
impact of Henri Nouwen when he 
taught "An Introduction to the Spiritual 
Life" at Harvard.  She describes how he 
brought a diverse people together, ac-
cepted and loved them all, and actually 
created a spiritual community offering 
the biblical grace of "hospitality."  She 
remembers how people's hearts, minds 
and lives were changed:  
 "Although I was on the edge of all 
this activity, it overwhelmed the preju-
dices of my small world.  In 1985 the 

ice of theological rigidity and frozen 
hearts broke - and God's river flowed 
over its banks into Harvard Square." (p. 
288)  
 Hospitality can lead to transforma-
tion.  It takes spiritual formation and 
ethical reflection to become hospitable 
to that extent.  In a time when it is nor-
mal to think of our population and soci-
ety as divided, God's spirit can lead us 
to think and act as welcomers and unifi-
ers.  Diana Butler Bass quotes Hilde-
gard of Bingen's medieval vision of a 
time when "rivers of living water are to 
be poured out over the whole world, to 
ensure that people, like fishes caught in 
a net, can be restored to wholeness." (p. 
291)  Oh, to help people live in that 
time and experience that river now. 
 A community teaching by example 
that it is truly possible for diverse peo-
ple to overcome divisions and include 
all at the Lord's table is a taste of true 
Christianity.  Let us continue to strive 
together to provide that taste in our 
area of North Scottsdale. 

 

Henri Nouwen...brought a diverse peo-
ple together, accepted and loved them 
all [creating] a spiritual community... 

Meaningful ancient & present spiritual formation practices 

I  n the past is possibility for the present and future.  You may copy and 
paste the links in your browser. 

The Didache - http://ivanlewis.com/Didache/didache.html 
 http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/didache-roberts.html 
St. Benedict and his "12 Degrees of Humility" - http://   
 communio.stblogs.org/2009/07/saint-benedict-and-his-12-degr.html 
Praying the Hours - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/   
 Canonical_hours#Historical_development  
The Rosary  - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_rosary 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary 
 http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/prayers/rosary/ 
Labyrinth  - http://www.lessons4living.com/labyrinth.htm 
 http://www.labyrinth.org.uk/index.html 
The Methodist Methods - http://christianperfection.com/page3.html  
Quaker Worship - http://www.quakerinfo.com/quak_wor.shtml 
 http://www.quakerinfo.org/quakerism/worship.html  
The Upper Room - http://www.upperroom.org/devotional/ 
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A nn Rea was our featured guest May 20. Most of us only knew Ann as a quiet church mem-
ber.  At our meeting we experienced Ann as a licensed acupuncturist with an office in Phoenix  

bearing herbs, needles, and other unusual paraphernalia.  We were all impressed at how animated and 
knowledgeable she was as she shared her "personal journey" and explained acupuncture. As a special 
treat Ann brought along her daughter Emily, fresh out of college (U of A), to be  the "guinea pig" as 
Ann showed us the painless use of acupuncture needles.  Ann may be contacted at 
ann@harmonyandhealthacupuncture.com. 

Looking ahead 

VdC Women’s Fellowship 

June Family Event: Game Night 

A  student’s nightmare? You bet, but not at 
Via de Cristo. This summer brings a great 

opportunity to look at some comparative theolo-
gies over July & August without passing a course 
first. It can be a drop in or a continuing study 
group, depending on your summer travel plans. 
So, pay attention now, here’s what’s happening.  
 Starting July 11, we will spend the Adult Edu-
cation hour after Sunday service reviewing a 
book by Joan Chittister titled Welcome to the Wis-
dom of ther World and its meaning for You: Universal 
Spiritual insights Distilled from the Five Religious Tradi-
tions  Now that’s a mouthful, but the book is 

Summer School! 

What: Family Game Night 
Where:  Via de Cristo Fellowship Café, Worship Center and Gathering Room 
Why: All who come will have a choice of watching sports bloopers or playing games.  All are 
 welcome; bring family and friends. 
When:   Saturday June 19, 2010 from 5:30-7:30 PM. 
Cost:  $3.00 per ticket or a special deal price of 4 tickets for $10. 
Details: As part of the festivities we will be enjoying Pizza and Wings. Child care will be provided.  

 

Watch for additional details in the Bulletin on Sunday morning! 

filled with issues that we face daily, but seen 
from the perspective of Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  Certainly in 
today’s world, even a little understanding can go 
a long way to a more peaceful world.  The class 
will end with the last Sunday in August. 
 Every Sunday will need a facilitator to lead 
the discussion for the day.  If you would like to 
help, let Ken know and he will find a Sunday for 
you.  The best part is that you can read your 
assignment, then listen to all the others.  You 
can’t beat a teaching gig like this. 

..and reflecting 

A fter our successful bake sale, work is in motion to acquire new banners for the church worship 
center.  A banner committee was formed to select banner designs from the many that are avail-

able and work with a local artisan to create the final products, while spending the bake sale funds 
wisely.  The objective is two or three high quality banners embodying VdC’s unique message of ongo-
ing involvement in mission work, the welcoming attitude towards all, and the journey of questions 
with respect to faith.  Plans are to have new banners in hand prior to the “Influx” of our winter mem-
bers.  The banner committee of Suzie Livingston, Ruth Talbot, and Grace Barlow is headed by Karen 
Engelder. Maybe you have noticed that all of the existing banners currently hanging on  much more 
impressive rods installed by Kevin Livingston. (See pix page 5 this issue.) 

New Church Banners, Part 2 

Tea Party follow-up 

T ea time delights were enjoyed by 17 VdCers taking time from busy schedules to attend the re-
cent Tea Party held at the Via de Cristo Café.  The tea sipping patrons were offered a choice of 

tea, sandwiches, and pastries, sitting indoors or the ‘veranda’ outside.  Colorful table cloths, hand-
made flower center pieces, and the ambiance of piped-in music.  The most popular items of the day 
were Earl Grey Tea, cinnamon chip scones, freshly made lemon curd, and apricot-cucumber finger 
sandwiches. Special thanks to Karen, Ann, Trish, and Joan for their efforts.  It sounded like a repeat 
performance may be in the offing next year. (See pix page 5) 
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Happy travels, Erin! 

B e sure to wish Erin safe and happy travels as she takes a few weeks off from leading our sing-
ing every Sunday morning.  She is off to the San Francisco area (and wine country) for 6 

weeks, continuing her development as a Mezzo-Soprano and her work with the Phoenix Opera.  
Getting everything ready for the trip includes memorizing 150 pages of solo singing, plus 80 pages 
of duet, trio, and ensemble singing, none of which is in English!   Some French, some Italian and 
some German, but no English. 

At this wonderful opera program, put on by the Bay Area Summer Opera Theater Institute 
(BASOTI), Erin will also be participating in master classes, acting and movement, etc.  All of that 
is in addition to two full productions with orchestra (La Callisto by Cavalli and Suor Angelica by 
Puccini) and roles in Carmen, Die Fledermaus, Manon, Falstaff and Aida.  

Fortunate to be staying with a family friend, Erin can minimize her expenses which are only 
partially covered by a work study fellowship awarded to her.   There are the additional expenses of 
travel, tuition and food which she still needs to cover. 

June 13 will be Erin’s last Sunday with us for a while.  Be sure to wish her well, encourage her 
early and safe return, give her any support you can offer! 



Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  
 
  

  
 

 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Pub 
 
6:30 1st Friday at 
home of Lori & 
Ron Heisner 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

5 
 

6  
9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

7 8 
 
4:00 UMOM 
serve meal to 
homeless 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-VdC 

11 
9:00 Graveside 
Service for Dick 
Bruce 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
7:00  AA-VdC 

15 
 

13 Order Coffee 
 9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 

Guest Speaker 
Fred Plumer 

10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 5:30 Youth Group 

14 
 

15 
 

Viatttudes 
Deadline 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

16 
  
 
 
 
 

 

17 
 
 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
 
 

18 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

19 
 
5:30-7:30 
Family 
Game 
Night  

20 
9:30 Worship & 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 Annual 
Conference     
Renaissance 
Glendale Hotel 

25 Annual  
Conference  
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

26 
Annual  
Confer-
ence  

27 Coffee delivery 
9:30 Worship &  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
Annual  
Conference  

28 
 

29 30    
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JUNE 2010 
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Begins  
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Day  
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Women’s Fellowship Group will officially be on hiatus for June, July, and August. This 
group includes all women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC. Unlike the 
men's Prime Time Philosophers, we sometimes do have a program or agenda 
but seldom tackle world problems. Watch for the Sept. meeting announce-
ment later in the summer. Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 with your sugges-
tions for fall activities, speakers, books to discuss, etc.   

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, 
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  Call Dick Talbott, 
480.609.1390 for more information.  
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. The nursery is closed for the summer and will return in the 
fall. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or  
jerry.barlow@cox.net 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

6/06  Lori & Ron Heisner 
6/13  Ruth & Dick Talbott 
6/20  Karen & Rich Engelder 
6/27  Cheryl Boone &  
  Ray Passarelli 

Hospitality 
 

Lori Heisner 
Grace Barlow 
Karen & Rich Engelder 
Dave DeRushia 

Worship Leaders 
 

Toby Graves 
Darrell Barrett 
Jerry Barlow 
Evelyn Newton 

 

AzFCT Summer Events Around the Valley  
 

The Namaste Center, 1640 Cielo Grande Ave, Phoenix 
 

Unearthing the Lost Words of Yeshua, June 26,  9:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
Retreat facilitated by Father Jorge Eager, Call 602-218-8632 to RSVP, 
Reservation and payment  of $50 to address above needed by June 15th. 
 

Kingean Non-Violence Training, July 31 and August 1st  (Two Day Sessions)  based on the teach-
ings of Dr. King, and taught by facilitators who trained with Dr. Layfayette.  More info to follow.  
 
Other locations 
 

Creation to Compassion - A Multi-Faith Celebration, St. John Vianney Church, 180 Soldiers Pass 
Rd, Sedona, Saturday, July 24, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Women from 8 faith traditions will speak 
about their tradition's creation story and how it impacts their lives and spirituality today. Barbara 
Mayer, author of Beyond Religion, will be the closing keynote speaker. The program will include 
discussion groups, music, and an interfaith prayer service. The cost is $25 and lunch is included. 
Women and men are welcome. For more information & registration call Barbara Litrell, 928-649-
0135 or blitrell@aol.com  
 

Shakespeare and the Bible, Christy Gillette and Bill Vestal, North Scottsdale United Methodist 
Church, Thursday, August 26th, 7:00 -- 8:30 pm, details to follow. 

 


