",QVIADE CRISTO

United Methodist Fellowship

Sunday Worship
at Via de Cristo

7430 E Pinnacle Peak
Suite 134
Scottsdale AZ 85255

9:30 a.m.

Blended Classic
& Multi -sensory
Worship Celebration

Kids de Cristo by Jim Beveridge

have good news for you. There are a lot of people in greater Phoenix who
10:30 a.m. are just like you and me. And they are looking for a place like Via de
Cristo. This might come as a surprise to many of you whom | talked to last
November. You asked where Via de Cristo would be going and how we
. planned to get there. You expressed concern about attendance and direction. |
11:00 a.m. promised that we would be workingqq ‘
Adult Enrichment hard on finding answers. e |
; ; For the last three months almost
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Via de Cristo is a faith community offering a path of spiritual growth & understanding in the nanfdesus Christ.



\//ANDERINGS

by Rev. Ken Morrison

ere are the top news stories Headlines like these come to our

on Yahoo as | sit down to
write this article:

Top Stories

Iran to “hide nuclear plants inside

mountains”

NYC terrorism suspect cites sub-
way attack plan

Nothing can put hope
beyond our reach.

VIATTITUDES

is a monthly publication of

Via de Cristo
United Methodist Fellowship

7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road,
Suite 134, Scottsdale AZ
85255

480.515.4490

Via de Cristo Office Hours:
Tuesday- Friday

Top US General: US has
Plan B for slower Iraq exit

Daugher says pilot in Texas
IRS crash was a hero

3 NYC police officers acquitted in
sodomy case

Pa. school district is asked not to
wipe computers

Gasoline heading above $3 a gal-
lon by this summer

attention each day and hang like clou
over our thoughts. What's coming ne
we wonder. Everywhere we look som
thing or someone is spinning out of
control and we can't seem to get out ¢

the way. So, what is this world coming

to?

How about hope? This world is
coming to hope! Isn't that the messac
of the Gospel? During Lent we will
make “A Journey to Hope” during our
worship services. On Easter Sunday
morning we will invite every person
present to “Experience the Hope.”

Nothing can put hope beyond our
reach. Faith can bring it near. | look
forward to making the Lent to Easter
journey with you.

9:00 to 2:00

Deadline: thel5t of each
month
Please direct all comments
regarding this publication to
Gail McCoy, editor
rmmccoy@umich.edu

fellowship.

Why:

Cost:

Spring Ice Cream Social
Please plan on attending our next fun filled evening of family

Mark your calendar

What:

will be provided.

Ice Cream Social

Where: Via de Cristo Fellowship

To celebrate the first full day of spring.
Bring your family and friends.

When: Sunday March, 21, 2010 at 4 PM
$2.50 per ticket or a special deal price of 5 tickets for $10.
Details: Ice Cream with Toppings of your choice and a Brownie to be
followed with a Sing Along, without the camp fire. Child care
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(Continued from pafje
being told what to believe, or they did not find church compell
Does this sound like anyone you know at Via de Cristo?

Here are some other interesting details. These people tenc
seltsufficient, skeptical, busy, stressed, damesed, and inter-
ested in finding a few good friends. They are achievenmeated,
selfreliant, and have a hard time with “trusting God to direct tt
paths.” Most call themselves Christian and own a Bible. Agair
this sound familiar?

When Paul started working with us, he made sure we unde¢
stood that he could only be of help if what we offered people \
something they wanted. He was uncertain as to whether we v
find a receptive audience. Halfway through his research, he r¢

the conclusion that, not only did we have a match, we had a nean

perfeatatch with what our audience was looking for.
We now have a three year plan for moving forward. There are
four points to our Strategic Direction:

O Increase our worship attendance.

O Improve our financial position.

O Becomdamouas a fellowship that exemplifies how
we care for each other and our passion for helping
others.

O Use outreach programs to address the needs of our
audience and demonstrate who we are.

We have specific plans on how to address each of these point:
and those plans start with Easter in April. We've engaged a marke

ing account manager with over 25 years experience. Her job is fo
work with ad agencies, designers, printers, and other marketing
companies to put out a cohesive and compelling message. For

Easter, we’ll be coordinating direct mail, specialty mail, road signs

and more to let people know about our morning service. This will

be a learning experience for all of us and we’ll use the result to ste

tailoring our messages for the rest of the year.

I’'m very excited about the year ahead. We have lots of ideas a

will be talking to everyone about how to do them. However, it's

equally important to remember that marketing is a slow and stead

process. It's going to take most of 2010 to bring everything to-
gether. | think we will all be proud of the result.

Market Area

5 miles to 10 miles around Via de Cristo United Methodist Fellowship

e live in a county with tremen-

dous opportunity. There are
more than 2 million people in Maricopa
County who do not regularly attend wor-
ship services at any church...They are
54% male and 46% female. 64% of them
are over the age of 35 and more than half
are empty nesters...They are looking for a
dream church that is small enough to
have real relationships and friends, a
casual atmosphere, and a meaningful
and relevant integration of church tradi-
tion and real life. The main reason why
they do not attend church is simply this:
no one has invited them to participate.

—Ken Morrison

Ken,

tough time.

Thank You,
Susie Livingston

...Kevin, the kids and | want to thank the congregation for their prayer support
in the loss of my Dad. We never felt alone.

| can't tell you how comforting it was to come back from Indiana to find cards
sent from our Via De Cristo friends. It was hard to say goodbye to my mom ard
siblings to return to Arizona, but the caring sentiments helped us through this
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|
wse w[ 0 one of the most romantic nights of the year, this fam-

ily event was a | success. The evening included spaghetti and meat-
balls made by Ann Mach and Joan Emig of such quality that our resident
Italian raved about the
taste of both the spaghetti
and the meatballs and
had three helpings. Allan g
Horne’s homemade cherry w“ S
cobbler was also a big hit.
The evening also included
some creative and beauti-
ful homemade hats, the
winner of which was
Cheryl Passrelli’'s grand-
daughter with her hanecolored rainbow hat. Donna and Toby Graves tied
for a second place by placing ground hog golf club covers on top of their
hats. A rose was given to each of the young ladies that attended and pop-
pers were
used to cele-
brate Chinese
New Year. The
only February
holiday missed
seemed to be
Arizona State
Day!

a Even though it was an evening that competed with

st Fiday




Sun

/ 3" Sunday in
Lent
9:30Worship &
Kids de Cristo
10:30Fellowship
11:00Adult Ed.

14 4" sunday in
Lent
Order Coffee
9:30Worship,
Kids de Cristo
10:30Fellowship
11:00Adult Ed.

21 5" Sunday in
Lent
9:30Worship &
Kids de Cristo

10:30Fellowship
11:0Adult Ed. @

4:00 Ice Creal
Social

28 Palm Sunday 29

Coffee delivery
9:30Worship &
Kids de Cristo
10:30Fellowship
11:0Adult Ed.

Sunday,

Mon Tue
1 2

10:00Coffee
Club & Bible
Study

8 9
10:00Coffee
Club & Bible
Study
4:00 LMOM

serve meal to

homeless

16
10:00Coffee
Club & Bible
Study

5:00Church
CouncitvdC

15

Viatttudes
Deadline

22 23
10:00Coffee
Club & Bible
Study

30

10:00Coffee
Club & Bible
Study

March 28 at 2:00

Foothills Hunger Walk
Christ The Lord Lutheran Church

Carefree

Wed
3

11:0CPrayer

Group- Gather-
ing Room vdC

10
11:0CPrayer

Group- Gather-
ing Room vdC

6:000pen Table

17

11:0CPrayer

Group- Gather-
ing Room vdC

24

11:0CPrayer

Group- Gather-
ing Room vdC

31

Thu

6:30VvdC Ori-
entation

11

7:00 PFLAG
VvdC

18

1:00 Adult Ed
Team- VdC

6:00 Women'’s

Group- VdC

25

Fri

5

4:00vdCMen
O’Donoghue’s
Irish Pub
6:301st Friday
at Leiser home

7:00 AA-VdC

12

4:00vdCMen
O’Donoghue’s
Irish Pub

7:00 AA-VdC

19

4:00vdCMen
O’Donoghue’s
Irish Pub

7:00 AA-VdC

26

4:00vdCMen
O’Donoghue’s
Irish Pub

7:00 AA-VdC

Sat

13

20

27



7430 E Pinnacle Peak Road
Suite 134
Scottsdale AZ 85255

480.515.4490

Check us out on the web at
www.viadecristo.can
WWW.0pen2you.org

E-mail
Church office:
viadecristo@viadecristo.com

Rev. Ken Morrison:
drkenmorrison@yahoo.com

Blog
http://drkenmorrison.
typepad.com/open2you/

For information on
coming events, check
out AzFCT.org or

contact
AzFCT@cox.net
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Women’s Groupwill meetMarch 18hat 6 pmat Ixtapa Joe’s. Call Anne
o Marie, 480.538.9166 for more information or directions. All women, old or
o young, members or visitors of VdC, are invited to come for a time to relax,
chat about whatever, and plan activities.

Primetime Philosophersioin vVdC’s men ofridays at 4 pm at O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub,
Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems. Call Dick Talbott,
480.609.1390 for more information.

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffend more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project
on the internet atwww.equalexchange.conor see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter. Evelyn will
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of
every month.

Kids de Cristais the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades-8. Call the office
480.515.4490 for info on helping.

Church Councimeets 34Tuesday of the month ab pm at VdG 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale. All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the
discussion. Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or
jerry.barlow@cox.net

This Month’s Volunteers

Ushers/Greeters Worship Leaders Readers Hospitality
3/07 Karen & Rich Engelder Darrell Barrett Evelyn Newton Open

3/14 Cheryl & Ray Passarelli Grace Barlow Joan Emig Ann Haney
3/21 Ann & Bob Haney Toby Graves Jim Beveridge Ruth Talbott
3/28 Lori & Ron Heisner Evelyn Newton Toby Graves Lori Heisner

AzFCT and other resources

Save These Dates

Monday, March &, 7 PM: Diana ButleBass, Free Public Lecture sponsored by The Center
for Spirituality and the Arts of the Rio Verde Community Chur@§603 North Danny
Lane, Rio Verde, AZ 85263, 480.471.7239 for any questions or directions.

Arizona Center for Theological Studies

Tuesday evenings, March 9, 16, 23,-8:30 pm, Rev. Vernon Meyer, Ph.[Pyophets,
Biblical Justice and the Challenge for the Churcti15 per session, $40 for all three,
ACTS Center at Crossroads United Methodist Church, 7901 N. Central Ave., Phoenix,
602-944-1704 or info@azcts.org

Wednesday Evenings, March 10 & 17,-8:30pm, Rev. Vernon Meyer, Ph.Dlhe Pas-
sion Narratives of Holy Weel&t. Anthony on the Desert Episcopal Church, 12990 East
Shea Boulevard, Scottsdale, AZ 85259, 480.451.0860, Fax: 480.451.4413, visit
www.AzCTS.orfpr complete course listings

FridaySunday, March 1214, Michael Morwood Matter, Mind and Heart: Jesus in Evolution-
ary Thinking,Friday—:30-9, Saturday, 94:30 (Dinner optional), Sunday-9:30-1
(includes liturgy), Participants limited to 30, $80 inclusive of midday meals on Sat. and
Sun.

Thursday, March 18th, 7:00 PM, An Evening with Michael Morwo&diggested Dona-
tion: $10, Both of these Morwood programs at 5505 N. Casa Blanca Dr. , Scottsdale,
Arizona, 85253, To register please emaimiles@cox.net

Michael's books and CD's will be available
For more info on Michael Morwood checkwww.morwood.org

For registration information on these and other opportunities, click on
AzFCT.org or contact 48888-6453 or azfct@cox.net




