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by Jerry Barlow 

S ince Via de Cristo’s early and meager beginnings, it has always looked 
for opportunities to help others through its Outreach programs.  So it 
is today with 2 very prominent efforts here in the Valley of the Sun. 

 It all started over 8 years ago when a few of us decided to 
investigate The New Day Center for some volunteer food 
preparation for this homeless shelter.  Since then, Via de 
Cristo has, once a month, gone to the shelter and prepared 
dinner for 200+ diners.  Let’s see, 12 months a year, 8 years, 
200+ meals each month, that’s almost 20,000 meals we have 
prepared at New Day.  
 As though that were not enough, we added to that effort 
by picking up the same responsibility for The Watkins Street 
Center about 4 years ago, probably adding another 10, 000 meals.  All 
of the ingredients have been provided by your generous support & 
contributions, and we have all agreed that we have been blessed by the 
opportunity we have had to make this effort for others. 
 Then, 3 years ago, we ran into a new program to help the homeless, 
called Open Table.  Unlike New Day, this program helps one homeless 
family go from homelessness to wholeness.  Via de Cristo has worked 
with 2 families, and both have reached their goals of not only having a 
place of their own but having a sense of success in their lives 
that helps to insure continued success.  Both clients have be-
come a part of Via de Cristo’s family and we can be especially 
proud of them, for their success and for the blessings they 
have brought to us. 
 So does outreach mean reaching out?  At Via de Cristo, it 
means exactly that.  Reaching out by cooking for others, reach-
ing out by so many volunteers to help cook, serve, stand by, 
donate, helping in so many ways.  There are so many ways 
churches can help others.  Via de Cristo has shown the way for others with 
its small, dedicated membership, willing to step up when called. 
 Take a bow, Via de Cristo! 

Does “outreach” mean “reaching out?” 

First Friday at the Harpers 

I  t’s one of the favorite activities of VdC members and 
friends (and relatives, guests, etc.—you get the idea).  

Trish and Bill Harper are hosting Friday, May 7 at 6:30 pm 
and invite all to join them for First Friday potluck—good 
food and good fellowship in a fun, casual atmosphere. Please 
bring a favorite dish to share (casserole, salad, dessert, appe-
tizer—the possibilities are endless).  For more info and direc-
tions, call the Harpers 480.595.0249.  See you there! 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

I   am excited about our upcoming Adult Education offerings.  On May 16, 
23, and 30 the messages in worship and the Adult Education studies will 
follow the theme "The Church Is...the PEOPLE" and bring to our remem-

brance stories of people whose lives can inspire us today.  Too often we find our-
selves informed by institutional and traditional versions of church history. 

 There is another side to the story.  The book that will provide a 
foundation for our reflection is A People's History of Christian-
ity:  The Other Side of the Story by Diana Butler Bass. 

       Our congregation also enjoys interfaith conversation so we will 
spend our summer Sundays at 11:00 am (beginning June 6) exploring 
Joan Chittister's wonderful book Welcome to the Wisdom of the 
World And Its Meaning for You: Universal Spiritual Insights 
Distilled from Five Religious Traditions.  Joan brings the best in-
sights from other religions and her own Catholic tradition as she re-
flects on twenty-five questions like:  "Why Does 
My Life Feel So Hectic?" and "Where Did I Lose 
My Idealism?" 
 The two books are being added 
to the church library and are avail-
able for loan.  You are also encour-
aged to purchase these for your per-
sonal library so you can keep up 
while you are away on vacation. 

Lets all use our library! 
by Ruth Talbott 

G race Barlow and I reorganized our church library recently, and we encourage 
you to make use of it.  The library is located in the Gathering Room.  There 

is a black notebook in a drawer below the shelves.  Simply write your name and the 
title of the book you are borrowing.  Then draw a line through that when you re-
turn the book.  You may return the book to the proper place on the shelf—
alphabetically by author. 
 If you have any books you would like to donate to the library just ask me first if 
we can use them.  Please do not simply leave them on the shelf.  We have re-
ceived—anonymously—many duplicate books which we don’t need, and others 
that may be more suitably donated to public libraries.  We are interested in having 
books of contemporary theology, inspirational biographies like Three Cups of Tea, 
and current writing that challenges us to think outside the box.  Be a reader! 
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by Trish Harper 

F irst, I have to say we women had the best time at our April "women's meeting" and in a way we 
accomplished what we set out to do — learn how to reduce stress — by getting together with 

our girl friends, eating, sharing stories about ourselves and laughing our heads off! 
 Our "stress specialist" speaker got lost and by the time Evelyn reached him (he was over an hour 
late & most likely stressed) we decided to reschedule him next fall and resumed our girlfriend fellow-
ship.  
 Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 20th at the church.  All women are invited to join VdC 
women for casual fellowship — tea, lemonade, coffee plus fruit, veggie and cookie type trays — start-
ing at 6:00 p.m.  At 7:00 p.m. we will have "one of our own," Ann Rea, as presenter of the evening.  
Ann has an interesting story to share with us of becoming an acupuncturist, how acupuncture works, 
what it can treat, and how acupuncture integrates with Western medicine. When she studied in China, 
she stayed near the panda preserve and will be bringing along some panda pictures as well as China 
pictures. If you can't make it by 6:00, come and hear Ann at 7:00. The VdC Women's Group will be 
on hiatus over the summer and this will be our last meeting until September. If you have any ques-
tions or suggestions for future meetings call Anne Marie Beveridge at 480-563-5441. 

Looking back & ahead 

VdC Women’s Group  

by Rich Engelder 

A pril’s Bale Sale was another successful event with many delicious baked goods available for sale.  
While Jerry was auctioning off various baked goods on one side of the Café, Nico was busy 

manning a table with Lemonade and individually priced cookies.  Three items were very popular: 
Ruth Talbot’s Pecan Pie, Allen Horne’s Peach Cobbler, and Trish Harper’s Strawberry Pie.  We 
would like to extend a big thank you to all of those who contributed baked goods and to all of 
those who were willing to bid on the confections both of which make the event successful raising 
over $1,300.  Special thanks to Grace and Jerry Barlow and Donna Graves for all their efforts. 
  Funds raised will be used to buy additional banners for the Sanctuary.  Several proposed de-
signs will be on display in the church office for your evaluation and comments.  

What about that bake sale? 

See page 4 in 

this issue for pix 

of this event!  

May’s Family Event: a tea party! 

V ia de Cristo every once in a while has to say “good bye” to a friend.  
Such is the case now as we wish Claudia Sepulveda good luck and safe 

travels.  Claudia has finished her last Sunday of overseeing our nursery, both 
when we needed it and when we didn’t, and we will miss her quietly coming 
and going every Sunday for the past many years.  Claudia doesn’t live close 
by, so Sundays meant driving from “the other side of town” to get to Via de 
Cristo by 9:00, then, 2 hours later, make the return trip. 
We will keep Claudia and her family in our thoughts and prayers, wishing her 
the very best. 

Saying Good-bye to a long-time friend 

What: Saturday Afternoon ‘High’ Tea 
 

Where: Via de Cristo Fellowship Café 
 

Why: To enjoy some of the finer things in life.  All are welcome; bring your family 
 and friends. 
 

When:  Saturday May 15, 2010 from 2:30-4:30 PM. 
 

Cost: $5.00 per ticket or a special deal price of 5 tickets for $20. 
 

Details: This will be a high tea with a choice of teas (or coffee), finger sandwiches 
 and dessert. There will be a choice of indoor or outdoor seating.  Child care 
 will be provided.  
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R ichard Caldwell (Dick) Bruce was born on August 8, 1922 in Sikeston, MO known 
now as “the city where all things are possible.”  He worked for a grocery store and 

threw a paper route as a boy.  During WWII, Dick served in the Army Air Corps and 
toured the South Pacific following General McArthur.  Dick tried sev-
eral career paths, but found his calling when he went to work for Gen-
eral Petroleum Corp which became Mobil Oil.  His supervisor kept 
Dick busy for the company because he valued this special man who was 
“the most normal adjusted person” he had working for him.  Dick and 
Nena met at a Methodist Church and married on June 30, 1957.  One of 
the great joys of our Via de Cristo congregation was the celebration of 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary.  Dick made a great United Methodist 
Church member by serving the needs of people in every place they 
lived.  He taught Sunday School, ministered to senior citizens, and 
helped us at Via de Cristo with set-up and ushering.  Dick will be missed by everyone 
and we will always remember him welcoming and greeting us with his sunglass lenses 
flipped up above his regular glasses. 

In memory of Dick Bruce 

Family & friends share memories of 
Dick after the service 



Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
 2 
 
  

  
 

3 4 
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7 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Pub 
 
6:30 1st Friday at 
Trish and Bill 
Harper’s  
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

1  
8 

9  Order Coffee 
9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

10 11 
 
4:00 UMOM 
serve meal to 
homeless 

12 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PFLAG-
VdC 

14 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

15 
2:30 Tea  
       Party 

16 
 9:30 Worship, 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

 

17 
Viatttudes 
Deadline 
 

 

18 
 

 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

19 
  
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

20  
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  
 
6:00 Women’s 
Group- VdC  

21 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 
7:00  AA-VdC 

22 
 

23 Pentacost 
Coffee delivery 

9:30 Worship & 
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
6:30 Orienta-
tion to Church 
Membership 
 

26 
 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s Irish 
Pub 
 

7:00  AA-VdC 

29 

30 Peace with 
Justice Sunday 
9:30 Worship &  
    Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 

31 
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Women’s Group will meet May 20th at 6 pm at VdC.  Call Anne Marie, 
480.538.9166 for more information or directions.  All women, old or young, 
members or visitors of VdC, are invited to come for a time to relax, chat about 
whatever, and plan activities.   
 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at 
O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  
Call Dick Talbott, 480.609.1390 for more information.  
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo is the 9:30 Sunday School Class for children grades 2—6. Call the office 
480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jerry Barlow, Chair 480.563.2217 or  
jerry.barlow@cox.net 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Ushers/Greeters 
 

5/02 Dave DeRushia 
5/09  Diane & Frank Mulnix 
5/16  Barb & Mario Del Angel 
5/23  Evelyn Newton & 
  Greg Vanderbeck 
5/30  Donna & Toby Graves 

Hospitality 
 

Penny Davis 
Trish Harper 
Anne Marie Beveridge 
Lori Barrett 
 
Susie Livingston 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jerry Barlow 
Jerry Barlow 
 
Toby Graves 
 
Evelyn Newton 

Readers 
 

Jerry Barlow 
Jerry Barlow 
 
Toby Graves 
 
Evelyn Newton 

 

May Worship Highlights  
 

May 2 – UMOM Sunday 
 

Rev. Sarg Magyar guest speaker, Coordinator of Religious Support for UMOM  
 

May 9 – Mother's Day 
 

Rev. Buzz Stephens guest speaker and will lead 11 am Adult Education Class 
 

May 16, 23, 30 
 

 Rev. Morrison will bring a message series entitled “The Church Is...the PEOPLE” 


