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IATTITUDES  

Y ou are invited to join us on Sunday, November 22, as we welcome Tex Sample with his 
characteristic humor and grace as guest preacher and teacher at the 9:30 worship service 
and an Adult Education conversation at 11:00 discussing his work with the Valley Inter-

faith Project. 
 Tex Sample (born December 28, 1934) is a specialist 
in church and society, a storyteller, author, and the 
Robert B. and Kathleen Rogers Professor Emeritus of 
Church and Society at the St. Paul School of Theology, a 
United Methodist seminary in Kansas City MO where he 
taught from 1967–1999. Academically, Sample works 
and teaches in the areas of U.S. lifestyles, U.S. culture, 
social theory and social change, power, social class and 
theological ethics. He is a specialist in the study of blue 
collar and poor people.  
 Born in Brookhaven MS, Sample received a BA from 
Millsaps College, an MDiv and PhD from Boston Uni-
versity, and a DD from Coe College. A former cab 
driver, laborer, and oil field roustabout, he is currently a 
freelance speaker and consultant and lives in Goodyear 
AZ. A much sought-after lecturer, storyteller, workshop 
leader and consultant, Tex is a contributor to many of the DVD programs in the “Living the 
Questions” series. His most recent book is Earthy Mysticism. 
 Tex is his real name, not a nickname. His father named him after Texanna Gillham, an Afri-
can-American woman who was born in slavery and helped raise his father near Center TX. 

Tex Sample at VdC Nov. 22nd 

C ould it be that we have been in our building a year already?  Wasn’t it just recently that we 
were looking at plans, picking out colors, and dreaming of what was going to be? 

Well, get over it!  Come the 15th of November, we will have been there for a year—and I think 
we would all agree it has changed our lifestyle.  Has it all been good?  Probably so.  The Wor-
ship Center looks so nice and is so comfortable on Sunday morning—or even any other time 
we have events there, including movies, Mardi Gras parties, or Ash Wednesday moments.  Not 
possible at the Boys & Girls Club!  The Café offers so much hospitality ambience, we almost 
have to shoo people out on Sunday morning so we can go watch football or something. 
 Help recognize our 1st Anniversary on Sunday, November 15, as we reaffirm our 
commitment to Via de Cristo with a celebration of stewardship and turning in 
pledges.  Following worship, everyone is invited to join together in a Giving Thanks Pot-
luck Lunch with traditional birthday cake. What a way to look forward to the Holiday season, 
to a New Year, and to the fellowship we have enjoyed at Via de Cristo forever! 

Has it been that long? 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

A n exciting year is ahead for all 
of us in Via de Cristo.  We are 
in the process of developing a 

new outreach marketing plan to touch 
people in our area who will enjoy par-
ticipating with us in the worship and 
service life of our congregation. 
Now, there is something I want to say 
loud and clear because I believe it: 
 

Via de Cristo is important 
in the world! 

 
 Why is Via de Cristo important in 
the world?  Because we are a local 
church and that is where most of God's 
work in the world takes place.  We are 
located where people live, work, gather, 
converse, develop vision and connect to 
change the world together.  This makes 
our existence an essential part of God's 
ministry of transformation both locally 
and globally.  As The Book of Disci-
pline of the United Methodist Church 
says: 
 

¶ 120. The Mission—The mission of 
the Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. Local churches provide the 
most significant arena through which 
disciple-making occurs. 

 Too often institutional leaders take 
for granted the existence and work of 
our local churches because no one is 
making a big splash.  We, at the local 
church level, also can take our existence 
for granted.  How easy it is to assume 
individually that when we are not ac-
tively supporting and participating in 
the ongoing work and ministry of the 
church with our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service and witness someone else is 
picking up the slack. 
 In this season when we are engaging 
once again in our annual conversation 
about stewardship, let us remember that 
we are talking about a lot more than 
money and we are strengthening some-
thing vital to the community and the 
world.  Let us each reflect once again 
on all the ways we can increase the visi-
bility and effectiveness of this local 
church we call Via de Cristo.  Making 
disciples begins with our feeling 
strongly the joy of being disciples.  So, 
have fun praying, being present, giving, 
serving and witnessing. 

Rejoice my fellow disciples, you 
are important in the world! 

 

...we are a local 
church and that is 

where most of God's 
work in the world 

takes place. 
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Share your story 
 Every person has a meaningful story to share to others.  “My Gift to You” 
is the title for an inspirational booklet VdC will publish in early December 
and distribute free to our church family and friends before Christmas.  Eve-
ryone is encouraged to write a brief article about an event or person that 
inspired you and became quite meaningful in your life.  Your gift of a mean-
ingful memory will help all of us remember the many ways we can touch 
other people's lives and how special our church family is to us.  E-mail to  
the church office viadecristo@viadecristo.com by November 22.  
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
 1 
 9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

2 3 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 Ori-
entation to 

4  
 

5 
 
 
6:00 Worship 
Design Team - 
VdC 

6 4:00 VdC 
Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
6:30 1st Friday –
Barretts’ 

7 
 

8 
Order Coffee  
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 

9  10 
 
4:00 UMOM—
serve meal to 
homeless 
 
 

11 
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
6:00 Open 
Table - VdC 

12 
 
 

13Viatttudes 
Deadline 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

14 

15 Celebrations: 
 1st Anniversary, 

2010 Pledges in,  
Giving Thanks 
Potluck Lunch 

9:30 Worship, KdC 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

16 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Agape—  
VdC  

17 
  
 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

18  
11:00 Prayer 
Group - Gath-
ering Room 
VdC 
 

 
 
7:00 Movie 

19 
 
1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  

20 
 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

21 

22 Coffee delivery 
Guest Speaker: 

Tex Sample 
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

23 
 
 

24 25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

28 
 

 

29 1st Sunday 
in Advent 
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

30 
Viattitudes 
posted on Web 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

Messages and devotionals on Rev. Ken Morrison’s blog:  
http://drkenmorrison.typepad.com/open2you/ 
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T he adult study group we have been call-
ing Segue for the past year has changed 

the name to Briar Patch.  This class meets 
at 11:00 Sundays after worship and  is for 

those who like to be “thrown into the briar 
patch” and discuss thorny religious, theo-
logical and philosophical issues from multi-
ple perspectives.  Come join us! 

Adult study and discussion group adopts new name 

AA group will meet at VdC 

What’s new? 

A lcoholics Anonymous has started a new Open Meeting at Via de Cristo.  
“Recovered” - a Primary Purpose Big Book Study will gather on Fridays 

at 7:00 pm. For more information, call Ken Morrison 480.515.4490 

“Wade In” invites thought, discussion 

C urrent events shape our lives and make 
us think.  Why not think about and 

discuss those events with people at church?  
Everybody can benefit from a community 
conversation that engages Christian reason 
and invites insights from a diverse catalog of 
life experiences.  A recently formed discus-
sion group, Wade In, meets Sundays in the 
Worship Center at 11 am.  They will “wade 
in” and engage in conversations with the 
Bible and one another about events and 

topics that are important in recent news.  
 Our process of discussion will be to 
move thoughtfully from current events to 
the Bible and back to reflection on our life 
values and choices.  The week's reading 
material will be sent to the entire congrega-
tion via e-mail on Friday.  Sign up in wor-
ship or just show up after worship.  You do 
not have to be a church member or even a 
regular attender to participate. 

the Church Council has 
already made their pledges 
for 2010.  
 For those who are inter-
ested we are in the process 
of scheduling a series of 
informational meetings at 
the church.  We will be let-
ting those who attend know 
all about the progress that 
we have made over the past 
year, where we are now and 

where we would like to be in 
the near and longer term 
future.  These meetings will 
lead up to the Celebration 
Sunday, that is scheduled 
for November 15, 2009.  
Let’s pull together and 
make this the most success-
ful stewardship campaign 
ever.  Thank you, Rich 
Engelder, Stewardship 
Chair 

T he 2009 Stewardship 
Campaign in now in 

full swing.  (For those of us 
that are not familiar with the 
term, stewardship means 
that each and every one of 
us has a responsibility to 
assure that the church is a 
healthy vibrant organization 
through our volunteer and 
our financial support.)  As 
the kickoff to this campaign 

Stewardship Update -- our 20/20 Vision 

C ould it get any worse?  The economy, jobs, expenses, now we get the swine flu!  All 
indications are that this strain, more formally called Novel H1N1 Influenza, could be 

very unpleasant for many people, so we really need to know what’s up and what precau-
tions we can take to ease the pain, not only for ourselves but for others around us—at 
work, at school, even at church.   
 From all the news about Swine Flu, it seems like the best advice is what we all know to 
be effective—cover coughs, avoid close contact while sick, wash your hands well and of-
ten.  Then there’s the older advice of getting plenty of rest, drink lots of liquids, and, most 
of all, be a little more aware that this type of flu can affect some of us who have been rela-
tively immune to flus of the past.  It’s a good idea to check with your health care provider 
about any special concerns you may have. 
 Maricopa County Department of Public Health has provided us with an information 
page about both seasonal flu and swine flu.  Pick up a copy at church, and let your family 
and others know what they, too, can do to prevent the flu.  Good health, especially your 
own, is always the Via de Cristo for the day! 

Get ready for the flu season 

 

 Can you believe it?  The 
last Sunday of November 
will be the First Sunday 

in Advent (derived from 
the Latin adventus, which 
means “coming”).  As our 

United Methodist 
Book of Worship 

says, “This season pro-
claims the comings of the 
Christ – whose birth we 
prepare to celebrate once 

again, who comes continu-
ally in Word and Spirit, 
and whose return in final 

victory we anticipate.  
Each year calls the com-
munity of faith to prepare 

for these comings.” 

Christmas—just 
around the corner! 



VdC responds to increased need for assistance 
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Agape will meet Nov. 16th pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, Suite 
134, Scottsdale.  Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 for more information or 
directions.  All women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC, are invited to 
come for a time to relax, chat about whatever, and plan activities.   
 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at 
O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  
Call Dick Talbott, 480.609.1390 for more information. 
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo meets after the “children’s time” in worship for stories, music, crafts.   Call the 
office 480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jim Beveridge, Chair 480.538.9166 or 
jim.beveridge@dcranch.com 
 

 

AzFCT and other resources 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Readers  
 

Greg DeRushia 
Anne Marie Beveridge 
 
Rich Engelder 
 
Jerry Barlow 
Jim Beveridge 

Ushers/Greeters 
 

11/01  Lori & Ron Heisner 
11/08  Debbie Roberts & 
   Dylan Davis 
11/15  Evelyn Newton &  
   Greg Vanderbeck 
11/22  Grace & Jerry Barlow 
11/29  Cheryl Boone &  
   Ray Passarelli 

Hospitality 
 

Grace Barlow 
Lori Barrett 
 
Ruth Talbott 
 
Kay Kline 
Open—call the 
office to volunteer 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jim Beveridge 
Darrell Barrett 
 
Jerry Barlow 
 
Grace Barlow 
Toby Graves 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

Matthew Fox, Nov. 13—14, Asbury UMC, 
1601 W. Indian School Road, Phoenix, 

details on program and registration 
www.azfct.org.  Co-sponsored with Az Foun-

dation for Contemporary Theology, Asbury 
UMC,  & Living the Questions. 

  

Save These Dates  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Center for Progressive Christianity:  Check out Center for Progressive Christianity web-
site recently, it's well worth a visit.  The articles are excellent and the listing of resources is 
most valuable. TCPC Board member Ian Lawton has created SBNR.org (Spiritual But Not 
Religious).  
 

Are you receiving Religion Dispatches? Sign up at http://www.religiondispatches.org/ for 
great coverage of religion in the world in all its many aspects. Don't miss the chapter from 
Diana Butler Bass's new book  A People’s History of Christianity. 

Marcus Borg January  28, 2010,  
Co-sponsored with North Scottsdale UMC  
Details to follow. 


