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IATTITUDES  

I  t seems like it was only yesterday that we moved into our new church home, but 
believe it or not we are very rapidly approaching our first anniversary. This means 
the upcoming Stewardship Campaign for 2010 is right around the corner. The 

theme of this year’s campaign 
is 20/20 Vision. You all 
know how far we have come, 
after ten years.  
     So let’s take a look at 
where we want to be in the 
next ten years and what we 
can do together in 2010 to get 
there. I believe that you will 
find that it’s going to be a 
very exciting ride. Stay tuned 
for more information as the 
time draws nearer. 

Stewardship: shaping VdC’s future 

D o you remember all of those wonderful family 
events that we used to do as a church several 
years ago?   

 

Well, mark your calendar!  
 

What: Ice Cream Social 
 

Where: Via de Cristo Fellowship 
 

Why: To kick off our first Fall season in 
  our new church home.  Bring your 
  family and friends. 

 

When:  Sunday October 25th, 2009, 5:30 
‘til 8:30 P.M.  Watch for more de-
tails in the Bulletin Sunday morning! 

Remember when? 
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VIATTITUDES   
is a monthly publication of 
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IANDERINGS  
 by Rev. Ken Morrison V 

I  s there anything too wonderful for 
the Lord? 

—Genesis 18:14 
 
 In her 90th year, Sarah's life was full 
of laughter – the joyful laughter of a 
mother and child.  But the preceding 
year had started with a different kind of 

laughter – a cynical 
laugh at the thought of 
having a child in her old 
age.  Who wouldn't 
laugh?  It was like some-
one telling you at your 
retirement party, “You 
are going to be CEO 

next year.”  Or a coach coming into the 
stands at a ball game and saying to you, 
“I know you have arthritis and bad 
knees, but next year you are going to 
dress out with us and play first string.”  
For an 89 year old woman to think 
about having the child she had longed 
for all of her adult life was a fantasy. 
 Sarah is introduced at the beginning 
of Abraham's story arc as a “barren” 
woman (Genesis 11:30).  Why not de-
scribe her as beautiful, faithful or coura-
geous?  All of these are true descrip-
tions.  What caused the storytellers, 
writers, and editors of Genesis to label 
her as barren?  It is like someone using 
your worst experience to identify you 
for all time.  It is as hurtful a word as 
are the nicknames that kids often give 
one another.  It is as cruel a word as is 
the experience it names.  But reading 
the whole story, we see that barren is 
the first word of Sarah's life and laugh-
ter is the last word because she is not 
barren.  In between these two words is 
the story of a husband and wife pursu-

ing their dreams, contending with 
dream crushers and discovering the 
wonder of hope through the presence 
of God. 
 The purpose of this story set in a 
context 4,000 years ago is to give read-
ers a reason to hope that nothing is too 
wonderful for the Lord.  In Hebrews 
11:11, Abraham and Sarah are lifted up 
as heroes of the faith because, “By faith 
(they) received the power of procrea-
tion, even though (they) were too old – 
and Sarah herself was barren – because 
(they) considered him faithful who had 
promised.” 
 Each of us goes through barren 
times and pursues dreams that fall into 
the grip of dream crushers.  However, 
inner feelings that times are bleak and 
we are “barren” do not have to rule our 
thoughts and our lives.  Let us consider 
God faithful and we, too, can persevere 
as heroes of the faith.  All we have to 
do is remember and truly believe that as 
long as there is life there is hope and the 
ever present possibility of wonderful 
surprise. 
 Carry these verses with you and re-
view them daily to help you overcome 
your dream crushers: 
 

We know that all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to God's purpose.  

—Romans 8:28 
 
I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me. 

—Philippians 4:13 
 
There IS hope! 

 

...remember and truly believe 
that as long as there is life there 

is hope and the ever present 
possibility of wonderful surprise. 
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VdC welcomes Nick Manson  

A  two time EMMY Award winning keyboardist, composer, arranger 
and producer, Nick Manson presents a distinctively enjoyable listen-

ing experience for all audiences. His versatile performances offer original 
compositions, classic jazz standards, as well as uniquely arranged favorites 
from the American Songbook. 
 Nick has often been a favorite featured guest on Jim Wilke's "Jazz in 
the Northwest", KPLU jazz radio and the “9 O’Clock Special” on 
KJAZZ in Phoenix. He has recorded and/or performed with jazz and 
pop artists Christopher Cross, John Patitucci, Ernestine Anderson, Jay 
Thomas, Bud Shank, B.B. King, Plas Johnson, Bill Perkins, Steve Huff-
steter, Kim Richmond Concert Jazz Orchestra, Chuck Manning, Robert 
Kyle, Jeff Kashiwa (The Rippingtons), Bruce Conte (Tower of Power), Al 
McKay (Earth, Wind & Fire), Lenny Kravitz, Will Calhoun (Living 
Color), Deniece Williams, Dianna Krall, Ernie Watts, plus gospel artists, 
Roby Duke, Terry Clark and The Katinas. Nick has performed at the 
Concord Jazz Festival, Monterey Jazz Festival, Bumper Shoot, The Play-
boy Jazz Festival and the majority of famous jazz clubs on the West 
Coast, including, Jazz Alley, Catalina’s Bar & Grill, The Baked Potato, La 
Ve Lee, The Jazz Bakery, Rocco’s, Vibrato Grill, & Spazios. He has also 
toured internationally in Asia, Europe and South America. 
 Originally from Seattle, Nick studied classical piano, privately for many years. He began composing for big band during 
high school. He attended the Berklee College Of Music in Boston, and the Dick Grove School in Los Angeles. He has 
performed, arranged, and produced on numerous occasions within the past 25 years for CD production, Film, TV, 
and Commercials. Currently Nick is a professor within the Jazz Studies program at Mesa Community College, and tours 
internationally with Grammy and Oscar winning recording artist, Christopher Cross. 

—from www.nickmanson.com 

Open Table II 
I  t wasn’t so long ago that Via de Cristo started its first Open Table, 

and now we’re deep into Open Table II.  Del Monarrez and her four 
children are becoming a part of us, and we’re all looking proudly at the 
progress she is making on working her way out of The New Day Center. 
 There is still much to do, as Del gets more familiar with what has to 
be accomplished to reach her goals.  She has a new job that she loves, 

and she is looking forward to being rejoined with her husband, 
Tommy, when he is released in July of 2010. 
     Of course, the most immediate thing is Del’s move across the 
street to The New Day Center’s new facility, being completed right 
now.  As a matter of fact, The New Day Center is planning an Ex-
treme Move Over for Saturday, October 10, when all of its clients 
will be packed up and moved to the new facility.  Naturally, Via De 
Cristo will have a crew to help Del. 
     All of this activity will be only short-termed, as Del soon thereaf-
ter will be finding a home for her family.  That means the work of 

Open Table II is going to very shortly move into high gear as several 
different facilities will be visited to find just the right place. 
 If you’ve ever wanted to help someone move from homelessness to 
wholeness, Open Table II may be your best opportunity.  There is no 
end to the things that come up to help Del solve, and everyone’s life 
experiences are all the qualifications you need.  Get involved and see for 
yourself! 

Grace goes over 
OT plans with 

Cheryl (above) and 
catches up with 
Debbie (right) 

Greg volun-
teers time 
under the 
hood to assist 
the OT family 
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
   

  
 

   1 
6:00 Worship 
Design Team - 
VdC 
6:30 Chris. Care 
Giving@Desert 
Mission UMC 

2 4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
6:30 1st Friday,  
Trish & Bill 
Harper 
7:00 AA - VdC 

5 
9:00 District 
Annual Meet-
ing - Scotts-
dale UMC 

 

4 World Com-
munion Sunday 
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

5 6 
 
4:30 SPRC 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 

9  
 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

10 
7:30 am  
UMOM  
Moving day  
Volunteers 
Needed 

11 Laity Sunday 
Order Coffee  
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
5:00  Vespers @ 
Classic Residence 

12 
 
 
 
 

13  
 
 
4:00 UMOM—
serve meal to 
homeless 

14 
 
 

6:00 Open 
Table - VdC 

15Deadline: 
text & pix-
Viatttudes  
 

1:00  Adult Ed 
Team - VdC  

16 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

17 

18  
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 

19 
 
7:00 Agape—
VdC  

20 
 

21 
7:00 Movie 
Night 
 
 

22 
 
6:30 - 8:30 VdC 
Orientation - 
VdC 

23 
 

4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

24 
 

 

25Coffee delivery 
9:30 Worship & 
Kids de Cristo 
10:30 Fellowship 
11:00 Adult Ed. 
 5:30 Ice Cream 
Social 

26 
Viattitudes 
posted on Web 

27 
 
5:00 Church 
Council-VdC 

28 
 
 
6:00 Open 
Table - VdC 

 

29 30 
4:00 VdC Men 
O’Donoghue’s 
Irish Pub 
7:00 AA - VdC 

31 

 

Messages and devotionals on Rev. Ken Morrison’s blog:  
http://drkenmorrison.typepad.com/open2you/ 

October 2009 
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A ttention:  Our adult study group we 
have been calling Segue for the past 

year has changed the name to Briar Patch.  
This class is for those who like to be 

“thrown into the briar patch” and discuss 
thorny religious, theological and philosophi-
cal issues from multiple perspectives. 

Adult study and discussion group adopts new name 

AA group will meet at VdC 

New for fall 

A lcoholics Anonymous is starting a new Open Meeting at Via de Cristo.  
“Recovered” - a Primary Purpose Big Book Study will gather on Fri-

days at 7:00 pm starting Oct. 2.  For more information, call Ken Morrison 
480.515.4490 

Wade in! 

 

Be a reader!  
 

The display of books each Sunday at the back of the 

Worship Center are just a sample of what is available in 

the church library.  Feel free to look through the books 

on the library shelves in the Gathering Room any time 

the church is open.  Books from both locations may be 

checked out by simply writing your name and the book 

title in the black notebook on the shelf below the book-

shelves .   

C urrent events shape our lives and make 
us think.  Why not think about and 

discuss those events with people at church?  
Everybody can benefit from a community 
conversation that engages Christian reason 
and invites insights from a diverse catalog of 
life experiences.  On Sunday, October 4, we 
will start a new discussion group called 
“Wade In” using the Worship Center at 
11:00.  
 The group will wade into conversations 
with the Bible and one another about events 

and topics that are important in 
recent news.  Our process of 
discussion will be to move 
thoughtfully from current events 
to the Bible and back to reflec-
tion on our life values and 
choices.  The week's reading ma-
terial will be sent to the entire 
congregation via e-mail on Friday.  Sign up 
in worship or just show up after worship.  
You do not have to be a church member or 
even a regular attender to participate. 

C ome to the  next Orientation to Via de Cristo and find out..  Pastor Ken Morrison will 
answer your questions and you’ll have an opportunity to get acquainted with others in 

the congregation on Thursday night, October 22nd from 6:30-8:30 pm at the church.  All 
newcomers, guests, and nonmembers are invited to attend and learn more about Via de 
Cristo and the distinctives of our congregation's life and ministry. 

Exactly what is VdC all about? 



VdC responds to increased need for assistance 
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Agape will meet Oct 19th pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak Road, Suite 
134, Scottsdale.  Call Anne Marie, 480.538.9166 for more information or 
directions.  All women, old or young, members or visitors of VdC, are invited to 
come for a time to relax, chat about whatever, and plan activities.   
 

Primetime Philosophers Join VdC’s men on Fridays at 4 pm  at 
O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub, Thompson Peak & Hayden, to relax & solve all the world’s problems.  
Call Dick Talbott, 480.609.1390 for more information. 
 

UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee Find more information on the UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee project 
on the internet at www.equalexchange.com or see Evelyn Newton for a newsletter.  Evelyn will 
be taking orders the second Sunday of every month with deliveries on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.  
 

Kids de Cristo meets after the “children’s time” in worship for stories, music, crafts.   Call the 
office 480.515.4490 for info on helping. 
 

Church Council meets 4th Tuesday (this month only) at 5 pm at VdC, 7430 E. Pinnacle Peak 
Road, Suite 134, Scottsdale.  All meetings are open to anyone interested in listening to the 
discussion.  Direct all questions and suggestions to Jim Beveridge, Chair 480.538.9166 or 
jim.beveridge@dcranch.com 
 

 

AzFCT and other resources 

This Month’s Volunteers 
Readers  
 

Craig Hedges 
 
 
Grace Barlow 
Penny Davis 

Ushers/Greeters 
 

10/04  Donna & Toby Graves 
10/11   
10/18  Lori & 
  Darrell Barrett 
10/25  Karen & Rich Engelder 

Hospitality 
 

Deborah Roberts 
Mary Johnson 
 
Joan Emig 
Anne Marie  
   Beveridge 

Worship Leaders 
 

Jerry Barlow 
Eyelyn Newton 
 
Toby Graves 
Grace Barlow 

 

For information on  
coming events,  check 

out AzFCT.org or 
contact  

AzFCT@cox.net 

Marcus Borg January 2010, Co-
sponsored with North Scottsdale United 

Methodist Church, Details to follow. 

Matthew Fox, Nov. 13—14, Asbury UMC, 
1601 W. Indian School Road, Phoenix, More 
details about program and registration to fol-
low.  Co-sponsored with Living the Questions. 

  

Save These Dates  
Saving Jesus from the Church: How to Stop Worshiping Christ and 
Start Following Jesus, Robin Meyers,  Sunday/Monday, Oct. 18-19, Co-
sponsored with Shadow Rock United Church of Christ, 12861 N. 8th Ave. 
Phoenix 85029, Program details and registration--September 1st. Find 
reviews of Robin's book here 
 


